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The BUCC nearly sold out of its flowers at the annual Mother's Day flower sale 


last weekend. 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — Whether for their mom, themselves or for 
others, there was a large turnout the Belchertown United Church of 
Christ hosted its annual flower sale last weekend. 

The event serves as a fundraiser for the church.This year four 
young volunteers helped buyers and managed the cashbox. 

Among the attendees were mother and daughter Sharon and 
Abigail Marean. Abigail Marean came to visit from Brooklyn, NY 
for their first Mother’s Day since the pandemic. Abigail Marean 
bought a plant for her windowsill.“Last year we had a virtual 
Mother’s Day, but this time we get to see and hug each other,” 
Sharon Marean. ““That’s why it’s important to be vaccinated.” 

Flowers for the sale were donated from Randall’s Farm. 


SEE MORE PHOTOS 
ON PAGE 5 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


Daughter, Abigail Marean and her mother, Sharon Marean, attened the BUCC 
Mother's Day flower sale as part of a weekend together. 





RAIL STUDY 


Rail study celebrated by advocates 
for new area commuter line 


BY MICHAEL HARRISON 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — Advocates of a 
new commuter rail line connect- 
ing Western Mass. to Boston 
are cheering the release of a 
new Capitol Region Council of 
Governments report backing all 
the main arguments for public 
investment in the project. 

“The study is great for 
Palmer,’ Ben Hood, chairman 
of the East-West Rail Steering 
Committee said. 

“The inland route between 
Boston and New York City is 
the key to unlocking the enor- 
mous economic benefits and 
transit-oriented development that 
would accompany restored pas- 


See RAIL, page 14 « 
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COURTESY PHOTO 
This graphic gives shows commercial square footage, housing units, and jobs for 
the existing and proposed passenger stations along this route. 





SELECTBOARD 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


BOH talk 
mask 
mandate 
signage 


LILY JUDA 
Correspondent 


BELCHERTOWN - The 
Belchertown Board of Health 
approved new signage to replace 
current signs and discussed vaccine 
hesitancy at its recent meeting. 

The board discussed inter- 
est in approving another round 
of COVID-19 signs to be made 
to display around town regarding 
recent mask-wearing guideline 
changes issued by the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention at 
its recent meeting last week. 

Signs enforcing mask-wear- 
ing remain on display through- 
out public areas in Belchertown, 
however will be taken down by 
the Department of Public Works 
employees throughout the spring. 

Due to recent change in 
mask-wearing guidelines, the 
board discussed whether to 
approve a new round of signs to 
be printed, to accommodate these 
new guidelines. 

These new signs would replace 
those posted in public areas such 
as businesses, the Belchertown 
common, playgrounds, the 
skatepark, library, post office, 
the dump or other areas as seen 
fit. Funding for these new signs 
would come from left-over money 
from the town’s CARES Act 


See BOH, page 7 = 


DPW presents N. Main/ 
Main St. project 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — 
Department of Public Works 
Director Steve Williams presented 
“a very preliminary” set of plans 
for the proposed $3 million Main 
St/North Main St reconstruction 
project to the Selectboard recent- 
ly. 

Williams estimates will be 
about two to three years in the 
future. 

The project is the next phase of 
the roadway projects the DPW is 
planning, which Williams is striv- 
ing to get federal and state fund- 
ing for. 

“As with any good state and 
federal program, the parameters 
change from project to project, 
and this is no different,” said 
Williams. 


The proposed project begins 
around North Main St and pro- 
gresses toward the center of town. 

“As it does, what we’ll see on 
the east side of the roadway is 
a four-foot sidewalk non-con- 
forming to standards,’ Williams 
said. “The requirements for 
the roadway cross-section are 
11-foot travel lanes and an area 
for a shoulder which is the area 
between the white line and the 
curb. The new requirement from 
the federal government is a 
10-foot multi-use path.” 

He said it is similar to Carriage 
Drive with a sidewalk and on the 
side of the road is a multi-use 
path. The difference between the 
path and sidewalk is that the path 
is adaptive for bicycle use. 

Through public outreach on the 


See MAIN ST PROJECT, page 12 
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Belchertown town election Monday 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— The Annual 
Town Election is on Monday, May 
17 in the Belchertown High School 
Gymnasium from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
All COVID-19 precautions will be 
in place as they were in 2020. The 
entrance will be by the tennis courts. 

There are two contested races in 
this year’s election. 

There are three people run- 
ning for two available seats on the 
Selectboard. There are no incumbents. 

Ronald Aponte, George “Archie” 
Archible and Nicholas Pucel are run- 


Visit us at 


ning for the positions, which have a 
three year-term. 

There are four people running for 
two available seats on the School 
Committee. 

Incumbent Ruby Bansal, Amy 
Lamothe, Sean Lavalley and Jonathan 
Ritter are running for the two seats. 
The position has a three-year term. 

The remaining positions are uncon- 
tested. 

Incumbent Judy O’Kulsky is run- 
ning for reelection Housing Authority. 
The position has a five-year term. 

Incumbent Colleen Duroshea is 
running for reelection for a position 
on the Board of Health. The position 


has a three-year term. 

Incumbent Daniel Beaudette is run- 
ning for reelection for a position on 
the Planning Board. The position has 
a five-year term. 

Running for the reelection on the 
Board Assessors is incumbent Donald 
Minney. The position has a three-year 
term. 

Theresa Camerlin is running for 
Belchertown Town Clerk, which has a 
term of three years. 

To see a sample ballot go to https:// 
cms2.revize.com/revize/belchertown/ 
Sample%20Ballot%205-17-2021.pdf. 


www.sentinel.turley.com obits @turley.com. 
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Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
The Sentinel is published by and must be pre-paid. 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 





PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 


ELECT 
+ Stephen Anthony Chojnacki 


Granby Selectboard 


e Former 
Selectman 


¢ Educator 
¢ Manager 
¢ Home Owner 
e Taxpayer 
e Life Resident 
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GRILLING! 


We have all of your Grilling Needs including 
Weber Grills, Grill Covers, Propane Tanks, 
Accessories, Charcoal, Traeger Flavored 
Premium Hardwood Pellets & Weber Flavored 
Wood Chips. Shopping is easy! Come to the 
store in person, order over the phone and/or 
shop at www.acehardware.com. 


OPEN: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 to 6 
Saturday 8 to 4 
Sunday 10 to 4 


We assemble e& deliver weber grills 
in the 01007 zip code for free! 


(Nominal delivery charge for destinations outside of 01007) 
Stadler ACE Hardware, INC 
3 Stadler Street, Belchertown, MA © 413-323-4521 
YAY VAY Ar: Tex=t-y [el (=) exe) i) Mame J 





Case numbers remain 
steady as vaccinations rise 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- 
Belchertown saw 13 new 
cases of COVID-19 in 
the past weekly period, 
but the town is expected 
to see a downward trend, 
according to Quabbin 
Health Director Stephen 
Bell. 

Bell continues to rec- 
ommend people get vac- 
cinated. 

Currently, 37.6% of 
Belchertown residents are 
fully vaccinated and 53.7% have at least 
one dose of a vaccine. 

“If you look at the state average, we’re 
a little behind the state,’ Bell said. “We’re 
doing relatively well as far as Hampshire 
County, which is 35.5% vaccinated and 
52.7% of people have at least one dose.” 

He also noted there appears to be a drop 
in case numbers when at least 50% of a 
population receives a partial dose. 

“We’re seeing our cases starting to go 
down,’ Bell said. ‘““There was a cluster last 
week, but we’re on the down slide.” 

From Sunday, May 2 to Saturday, May 8, 
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i 
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there were 13 new cases, bringing the new 
cases to 897 total cases. There were no new 
deaths caused by COVID-19, leaving the 
total number of deaths caused by the novel 
coronavirus at 16. 

There have been a total of 38,036 
COVID-19 tests as of May 2, 1,007 tests 
during this weekly period. 

The town remains in the yellow des- 
ignation according to the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health. 

The positivity rate from Sunday, May 2 
to Saturday, May 8 is higher than the pre- 
vious week going from .97% last week to 
1.29%. 





Granby Town Election Monday 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY — Town Clerk Katherine 
Kelly-Regan has announced the candidates 
running in the upcoming annual town elec- 
tion on Monday, May 17. 

The election will be held in the Granby 
Jr/Sr High School gymnasium, 385 East 
State St, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

This year there are three contested races 
— the Selectboard, Board of Assessors and 
the Planning Board. 

There are two candidates for 
Selectboard, which is a three-year term. 
There are no incumbents for the position. 
Richard Beaulieu and Stephen Chojnacki 
are running for the seat. 

There are two candidates for the Board 
of Assessors, which has a three-year term. 
There are no incumbents. James Healy and 
Dakota Richards are running for the open 
seat. 

Running for a seat on the Housing 
Authority, which has a five-year term, 1s 
Donald Lindsay. 

Running for Planning Board, which 
has a five-year term, are Nita Abbott and 
Dakota Richards. 

The remaining races are uncontested. 

Running for reelection to the Board of 


Health, which has a three-year term, is Lee 
Lalonde. Lalonde is an incumbent. 

Incumbent Lynn Snopek Mercier is run- 
ning for reelection as the town moderator. 
The position has a three-year term. 

Running for Town Collector is Nicole 
Menard. The position has a three-year 
term. 

Incumbent Steven Nally is running for 
reelection as Town Treasurer. The position 
has a three-year term. 

There are two people running for two 
seats on the School Committee. The seats 
have a three-year term. Incumbent Jennifer 
Bartosz and Jill Pelletier are running for 
the positions. 

Incumbent Gordon Landry is seeking 
reelection as the Commissioner of Burial 
Grounds. The position has a three-year 
term. 

Three people are running for three avail- 
able seats as Library Trustees, which has a 
three-year term. Incumbents Janice Cook 
and Theresa Laprade as well as Denise 
Conti. 

There is one vacancy for as a Library 
Trustee for an unexpired term. 

To see a sample ballot, go to https:// 
www.granby-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyh- 
lif4466/f/events/may_17._2021.ate_.pdf. 





Lions to host meatball grinder fundraiser 


BELCHERTOWN - The Belchertown 
Lions Club will hold a drive-thru/pick- 
up Meatball Grinder sale on Saturday, May 
22 from 12 to 5 p.m. on the grounds of the 
Belchertown United Church of Christ. The 
ticket is $10 includes the sub, chips and bev- 


erage...and there’s no need to pre-order. 

As always, all proceeds from the club’s 
fundraising events go to charity...and this 
year in particular there will be several grad- 
uating seniors receiving $1,500 Lions Club 
scholarships to help continue their education. 
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BCTV schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming schedule for Thursday, 
May 13 to Wednesday, May 19. 


Thursday, May 13 
8 a.m. — Selectboard — May 10 
10 a.m. — Conservation Comm. — May 10 
12 p.m. — Planning Board — May 11 
7 p.m. — Selectboard — May 10 
9 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — May 10 
11 p.m. — Planning Board — May 11 

Friday, May 14 

8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
10:30 a.m. — How to Vote 
7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
8 p.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
9:30 p.m. — How to Vote 

Saturday, May 15 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe 
8:30 a.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
10 a.m. — How to Vote 
7 p.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
8:30 p.m. — How to Vote 

Sunday, May 16 

4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 
8:30 p.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
10 p.m. — How to Vote 

Monday, May 17 


¢ 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
e 9 a.m. — Candidates’ Night 2021 
e 10:30 a.m. — How to Vote 
e 5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 6 p.m. — Candidates Night 2021 
e 7:30 p.m. — How to Vote 
Tuesday, May 18 

e 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe 

Wednesday, May 19 


¢ 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
1 p.m. — Meditation with Lori - Peace 
7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., Belchertown. BCTV 
channels are 191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule is available at 
www.Belchertown.org. On the main title page select “residents,” 
click on Belchertown Community Television. Selected BCTV shows 
are also available on Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go to 
quick links and click on “watch meetings and events online.” The 
schedule is subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broadcast on TV chan- 
nel 193 and displays the current weather conditions at the BCTV 
station as well as, the current regional radar. This service oper- 
ates 24 hours a day with audio provided by the National Weather 
Service from Albany New York, with forecasts, storm and emergency 
warnings for the Pioneer Valley. 


Realty 
Professionals 





BELCHERTOWN - For those 
who drive it often, it’s hard to 
ignore construction that has 
recently resumed on Route 202 
(Maple St. and State St.). 

The State Street /Maple St. 
Roadway Improvement Project is 
1.17 miles long and has a contract 
value of $4.83 million, according 
to Department of Public Works 
Director Steve Williams. 

The pre-construction condition 
of the corridor was poor; ade- 
quate transit, bicycle and pedes- 
trian facilities were deficient; and 
traffic congestion was severely 


affecting the vitality of businesses 
and standards of living for those 
residents in this area. 

The completed project which 
is expected late this fall, will pro- 
vide minor widening, pavement 
rehabilitation, drainage improve- 
ments, and signalization at the 
intersections of State St at Turkey 
Hill Road and State Street at 
Stadler St. 

“I believe these measures are 
in line with community priorities, 
will greatly benefit the communi- 
ty and the region,” Williams said. 
“The reduced congestion and 


COURTESY PHOTO 
Construction on Route 202 has resumed and is expected to be completed late this fall, according to DPW Director Steve Williams. 


Rt. 202 construction has resumed 


the improved safety for motor- 
ist, bicyclist, and pedestrians will 
support the existing residential 
and business development along 
the corridor.” 

This project is also a crit- 
ical part of the future develop- 
ment of the former Belchertown 
State School Campus which 
encompasses approximate- 
ly 150 acres of new commer- 
cial property currently under 
planning by Mass Development 
and the Belchertown Economic 
Development Industrial 
Corporation, Williams said. 


Join a drum circle at the Swift River Fields 


BELCHERTOWN - There will 
be a community drum circle at the 
Swift River Fields in Belchertown 
on Wednesday, May 19 from 6 to 
7 p.m. 

There is a rain date Tuesday, 
May 25, 6 to 7 p.m. 

Join the Community Drum 
Circle with Tim Kane. 

Connect with others in a fun 
and relaxed atmosphere and a 


Minnle 
\ . ij 


At = 


COVID-safe, socially-distant 
environment while we explore 
world beats and make music 
together. No experience neces- 
sary. The event great for all ages. 
Pre-registration required by tex- 
ting 774-757-7636. 

We'll provide sanitized hand 
drums for up to 20 people. 
Personal drums are also welcome. 
Please bring a lawn chair. This 


program is supported in part by a 
grant from your town’s Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency. www. 
massculturalcouncil.org 

Tim Kane is a member of the 
Drum Circle Facilitators Guild. 
Visit www.kanedrums.com to 
learn more. 
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The REALTORS with the 
FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 
Machine & Carpet Cleaner 





11 North Main Street, Belchertown 
413-213-1500 
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THE #1 


REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY IN 
BELCHERTOWN 


Realty 
Professionals 


413-221-4885 


5, \ 
Realliving 


Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 











Will be given 
at closing when you 
buy or sell with the 
Kimberly Allen Team. 


*Must present coupon at Ist meeting 
with Kimberly Allen Team Member 
prior to expiring July 31, 2021. 
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Phim Mar 


Don Yu 


Mike Goncalves 


Autumn Ingram 
Brooke Packard 


Kristin Doucas 
Abigail LaFleur 
Brendan Coughlin 508.868.1518 





INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 
413.887.9755 


THINKING OF SELLING? Our Listings Are Selling Faster Than Ever! 
We Are Selling For Over List Price! Its A Sellers Market! 





www.KimberlyAllenTeam.com 
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THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING! 








i, Hanging 
om Garden Baskets 
yas Full of Colorful 
Blooming Annuals 


Sun Loving Ivy Geraniums, 
Petunias & Calibrachoa 
Shade Loving Fuchsias, 

Begonias & Impatiens 


YleomingGeraniums 


ICONIC ANNUALS 7d 
Easy Care and Rewarding } 
Like Sun to Part Shade 
Beautiful Jumbo 
12-inch Patio Pots 

8-inch and 4.5-inch Pots Too! 
Red, White, Pinks and Salmon Colors 






Perennial of the Week 


Dianthus Star Series 


Fire Star Red or Neon Star Fuchsia 
Easy to Grow, Fragrant, Sun Loving 


$9.99 Gallon Size (Reg. Price $12.99) 


iav Plant fi 
)(ererial Planters x 


Filled With Colorful 
Annual Flowers 
Logs, Pots and Pans 
Prices Starting at $12.99 








Your Own Edibles! 
Big Selection of 


Vegetable Plants 


Kitchen Herbs, 
Berry Bushes and Fruit Trees 


belly G wun Asparagus! 





From Randall’s 
Kitchen 


= Potato Salads, Pasta Salads, 
Crispy Slaws, 
. Fresh Fruit Salad & MORE! 
Fresh Baked Cookies, 
Pies & Desserts 


sed Lah A) FRESH aan 


FARM 


& GREENHOUSE 













631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM -— 8PM 
Find us on and You{/7) 

















— FACES & PLACES 
ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 








COURTESY PHOTO 


BACKYARD VISITOI 


Angela Bergeron-Alexander captured this backyard visitor on 
her squirrel feeder during the afternoon on Monday, May 3 on 
Federal St. in Belchertown. 





COURTESY PHOTO 


Corey Zulkiewicz and Greg Kaye COA members invited 
Zulkiewicz, Kaye towed | to free virtual elder 
NEW YORK CITY, NY — Corey Zulkiewicz, of law program 


Belchertown, and Greg Kaye, Watching NJ, got engaged 
on April 24, 2021 in New York City. 

The couple intend to get married summer of 2022 and 
met at Villanova University in 2014. 


‘ 


Lic. # 609640 


BELCHERTOWN -— Local seniors can learn about 
Elder Law issues at a free virtual event hosted by the 
Belchertown Council on Aging on Wednesday, May 19 
at 6 p.m. The event is part of the statewide Elder Law 
Education Program presented by the Massachusetts Bar 
Association. 

It corresponds with the publication of the revised and 
expanded “2021 Elder Law Education Guide,” which is 
available online at the MBA’s companion website, www. 
MassLawHelp.com. 

Among the topics discussed at virtual events through- 
out the commonwealth this year are Veteran Affairs 
Financial Benefits, how to protect your home and assets, 
power of attorney and health care proxies, reverse mort- 
gages, Homestead, Life Estates and Tax Exemptions, 
Medicare/Medicaid changes, COVID-19 resources, and 
alternatives to nursing home care. 

Attorney Coyle, from Bacon Wilson, P.C. will focus 
on basic estate planning documents and the benefits of 
having them in place 1.e., last will and testament, health 
care proxy, power of attorney and HIPPA authorization. 
There will be time at the end of his presentation for 
questions and comments. 

The Elder Law Education Program matches attorneys 
from the MBA and the Massachusetts Chapter of the 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) 
with more than 50 councils on aging or senior centers 
throughout the state to make free presentations about 
the law. 

Volunteer attorneys have participated in the Elder 
Law Education Program since 1987. Past topics have 
touched on the Homestead Act, estate planning and 
long-term health insurance. 

The program is presented with the generous assis- 
tance and continued collaboration of the Massachusetts 
Chapter of NAELA. 

For a Zoom invite to watch or listen in to the presen- 
tation being offered by Attorney Benjamin 

Coyle, contact Katy at 323-0420 ext. 501 or kmar- 
tin @belchertown.org. 


Little Friends 
hild Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 3- 3 2 3- 844 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 


melee 


VAN TAGI 


Kitchen & Bath th Gabinetry 

Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 
FREE Design, In-Home Measuring 

& Estimates 

Custom Built Commercial Cabinetry 
& Installation 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 





We make senior living simple. 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 
and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors is here to help, 
because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial options, location and preferences 
> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 


~ : Ne suis tO 
> Set up and tour communities with you 


~ » Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


SENIOR ADVISORS 
Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 
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(Left to right) Volunteers 12 year olds Zoe Eyler-Pelletier, Olivia Eyler-Pelletier, Sean Lindsay and 
Cian Lindsay helped at the Mother's Day flower sale as part of their confirmations. 





PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
BUCC held its annual Mother's Day 
flower sale last week, a fundraiser 
which helps the church. 











United Ways rise to the challenge 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 


NORTHAMPTON—United Ways work 
year-round to help people who are vulnerable, 
and in the past year, meeting increased needs 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 
made agencies across the world far busier and 
even more relevant. 

United Way of Hampshire County regularly 
reports to United Way Worldwide, including 
its own efforts related to COVID. In meeting 
the needs of an additional, estimated 5,000 
people in Hampshire County in the past year, 
the agency expanded its summer diaper drive 
into a year-long effort, rallied 300 volunteers 
for COVID-related tasks, and fielded 380% 
more calls for help via the 2-1-1 emergency 
line. 

“United Way has always fought for the 
health, education and financial stability of 
every person in every community,” said John 
Bidwell, executive director of the Hampshire 
County agency. “In particular, that means we 
focus on the thorniest issues related to poverty 
and near poverty. Too many of our neighbors 
have to decide between diapers and food, or 
medicine or gas for our car. Things that most 
of us don’t think twice about. As the pandemic 
continues, so does our critical work helping 
the most vulnerable in these tough times.” 

Bidwell said increased support for the 
agency would allow it to continue to provide 
a higher level of help. To make a donation, 
visit https://www.uwhampshire.org/give 

In the region 

In a more typical year, United Way of 
Hampshire County provides support that 
touches roughly 20,000 lives. With the finan- 
cial devastation wrought by COVID, the agen- 
cy has reached an estimated 5,000 additional 
people, greatly ramping up the assistance it 
provides. It has: 

¢ Responded to 4,930 calls for help to the 
2-1-1 emergency line over the past year, up 
from 1,297 in 2019, with top needs reported as 
rent assistance and childcare. 

e Expanded the summer diaper drive into a 


year-long effort, increasing diaper donations 
by 250 percent and offering busy partner agen- 
cies relief in knowing they can relax their own 
diaper-gathering. 

¢ Rallied roughly 300 volunteers for 
COVID-specific efforts, including preparing 
and running shelters, delivering food, and 
making hats and masks. 

¢ Collected and dispersed a high volume 
of donated items for the homeless, including 
tents, jackets, hats, gloves, food, chairs, water 
bottles, hand-washing stations, hand sanitizer, 
and masks. 

¢ Provided logistical and strategic support, 
such as in opening shelters in Amherst and 
Northampton as well as supporting a recovery 
center in Ware. 

Each year, United Way of Hampshire 
County provides funding in three-year grant 
commitments to its partner agencies with 
direction that the funds must be spent in one 
of three specific categories: children, youth 
and families; economic security; and health 
and safety. 

“We continue providing support to 35 pro- 
grams across Hampshire County,” Bidwell 
said, adding, “This year, we have unrestrict- 
ed funding, allowing the partners to use the 
funds in the ways they need during COVID. 
This flexibility has been critical for them in 
responding to increased needs.” 

Supporting justice, equity, 
diversity and inclusion 

The COVID-19 crisis has corresponded with 
a rising awareness of justice, equity, diversity, 
and inclusion—referred to as (JEDI) issues. As 
a result, United Way of Hampshire County cre- 
ated a standing JEDI committee, was involved 
with the crafting of several racial solidarity 
statements for nonprofits and has helped under- 
write JEDI trainings for nonprofits through 
the Council of Service Agencies and Greater 
Northampton Chamber of Commerce. 

To learn more, donate or volunteer, 
visit https://www.uwhampshire.org/. 


TITANS TOGETHER. 


Our community supports and celebrates one anothef, 
whether from across the room or across the globe. 
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— OPINION 


Summing up 
democracy 


LEE H. HAMILTON 
Guest columnist 





get caught up in the political preoccupations of the 

moment. What’s the Senate going to do about the 
filibuster? How should infrastructure money be spent? 
Is the country going to come out of this year as badly 
divided as it started? These and many other questions 
matter a lot, but sometimes, it’s helpful to step back and 
take stock of what we’ve learned over the course of our 
history. 

I’ve been thinking about this because I’ve been read- 
ing Jon Meacham’s 2018 book, “The Soul of America: 
The Battle for Our Better Angels.” In it, Meacham 
notes that we’ve been badly divided and knocked back 
on our heels in the past but have always managed to 
work our way through those difficulties. He cites a 
variety of writers and speakers, and a number of them 
have stuck with me because they’re both reassuring and 
a challenge. They remind us that sustaining our democ- 
racy is hard work and that its vitality depends on each 
of us, not just to participate, but to make the effort to 
understand and talk to people we don’t agree with, and 
to do our best to discern the facts on which all genuine 
progress relies. Here they are, with a couple I’ve added 
on my own that speak to the same issues: 

“Do not expect to accomplish anything without an 
effort.” Teddy Roosevelt said this in an 1883 speech 
called, “The Duties of American Citizenship.” 

“The first duty of an American citizen, then, is that 
he shall work in politics.” This is Roosevelt again, in 
the same speech, making the point, in the language of 
the time, that being an American citizen means being 
willing to engage in the work of democracy. 

“Speak up, show up and stand up.” That’s Georgia’s 
Stacey Abrams laying out, in concise form, the basic 
challenges for anyone trying to affect the course of 
public life. 

“Progress on this journey often comes in small incre- 
ments.” This is Meacham himself, with a reminder that 
progress comes slow and hard. 

“Nowhere is the rule of public opinion so complete 
as in America, or so direct.” This was Englishman 
James Bryce, writing in The American Commonwealth, 
which appeared in 1888. 

“People are responsible for the government they get.” 
Harry Truman summed up our core responsibility: we 
have to choose our political leaders wisely. 

“It 1s not only important, but mentally invigorating 
to discuss political matters with people whose opinions 
differ radically from one’s own.” Eleanor Roosevelt 
wrote this in a book published when she was 76, “You 
Learn by Living: Eleven Keys for a More Fulfilling 
Life.” 

“The enemy of America is not our many Muslim 
friends. It is not our many Arab friends. Our enemy is 
a radical network of terrorists and every government 
that supports them.” I include this remark by George 
W. Bush, in a speech he gave to a joint session of 
Congress following the 9/11 attacks, because it’s a 
cogent reminder that keeping our eye on the target mat- 
ters in public policy. 

“The people have often made mistakes, but given 
time and the facts, they will make the corrections.” This 
was Truman again. I like his confidence. 

“America of the 21st century is, for all its shortcom- 
ings, freer and more accepting than it has ever been.” 
Meacham makes it clear that our nation, despite its 
many stumbles, has moved toward progress, in no small 
part because the American people, as Truman suggests 
above, have set it on that course. 

“Tt is in order that each one of you may have through 
this free government which we have enjoyed, an open 
field and a fair chance for your industry, enterprise 
and intelligence... The nation is worth fighting for, to 
secure such an inestimable jewel.” Abraham Lincoln 
said this in 1864. His words remind us that safeguard- 
ing a freely chosen, democratically elected government 
that creates the conditions for each of us to succeed 
by dint of our efforts is what engaging in politics is all 
about. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years. 
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LETTER 
Promoting PROforestation 


Dear Editor, 


As sixth graders, we really care about 
the issue of climate change. We know that 
if it isn’t resolved it will impact our futures 
and the futures of others. There’s one part 
of climate change that we are most con- 
cerned about - deforestation. Deforestation 
is a big issue; it means cutting down 
trees. We are working to promote 
PROforestation. We’ve chosen two bills in 
the Massachusetts Legislature that we think 
can help us: H 1002 — An Act to Increase 
Protection of Wildlife Management Areas, 
and H 912 — An Act Relative to Forest 
Protection. If these bills are passed it will 
help reduce climate change and protect our 
forests and wildlife. 


H 1002’s goal is to protect 30% of 
forests administered by Massachusetts 
Fisheries and Wildlife by 2030. H 912 will 
make changes to out of date policies. If we 
protect forests and wildlife, Massachusetts 
will be doing our part to stop cli- 
mate change. PROforestation will make 
Massachusetts a cleaner and more beautiful 
place. A lot of people in Massachusetts 
care about our wildlife and trees. For some 
people it’s the reason they live here. Our 
class is already working very hard to pass 
these bills, and hope that members of the 
legislature co-sponsor them and prioritize 
their passage. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Martineau 
and Macey Pariseau 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Will taking 401K distributions 
affect my Social Security benefit? 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I’m 63 and retired from 
work, but not drawing Social Security. I 
have accumulated just over $300,000 in 
my rollover 401K IRA. My wife is still 
working full time, so we have medical, 
dental and vision coverage. I have a few 
questions: 

1) When I take IRA distributions 
throughout the year, do those dollar 
amounts get reported to Social Security as 
income? 

2) If not, will my Social Security ben- 
efit change (will I be penalized?) for not 
working and having zero income as I con- 
tinue to withdraw investments and show no 
income? 

3)If my benefit will drop because of the 
last few years of no income, would it be 
advisable to start drawing Social Security 
now? Signed: Planning Ahead 

Dear Planning Ahead: Whenever 
you decide to claim Social Security, they 
will compute your benefit amount from 
your lifetime earnings history. They will 
adjust your earnings for inflation in all 
years prior to the year you turned 60, find 
the 35 years in which you had the high- 
est (inflation-adjusted) earnings, and use 
that “average indexed monthly earnings” 
(AIME) amount to determine your Primary 
Insurance Amount (PIA), which is your 
benefit entitlement at your full retirement 
age (FRA). 

From there, your age when you claim 
determines your final Social Security pay- 
ment amount. Born in 1958, your FRA 
is 66 plus 8 months, and that is the age at 
which you will get 100% of your PIA. If 
you claim benefits before your FRA, your 
payment will be reduced; and if you wait 
until after your FRA to claim, your benefit 


will be increased. If you wait until you are 
70 to claim, your Social Security payment 
will reach maximum (about 27% more than 
your FRA benefit amount). Now, to your 
specific questions: 

1) Distributions taken from your 401k or 
IRA are not reported to Social Security as 
“earnings” and do not count toward your 
Social Security benefit entitlement. 

2) If you have already retired from work- 
ing, having zero earnings now won’t fur- 
ther affect your final Social Security pay- 
ment amount because your benefit will be 
based upon your 35 highest-earning years. 
However, if you have a recent benefit esti- 
mate from Social Security, that estimate 
assumed that you would continue to earn at 
the same level you most recently reported 
to the IRS until you reached your FRA. 
So, if you got the estimate while you were 
still working (or shortly thereafter), the 
estimate is higher than your actual benefit 
will be. If you received the estimate a year 
or more after you stopped working, the 
estimate is more accurate. In any case, your 
401K withdrawals will not count as Social 
Security earnings. 

3) Claiming now would result in a per- 
manently reduced Social Security benefit 
amount because you haven’t yet reached 
your full retirement age. But claiming now 
wouldn’t be a hedge against your current 
lack of earnings, because your benefit will 
be based upon the highest earning 35 years 
over your lifetime. 

If you don’t already have a full 35 years 
of Social Security-covered earnings they 
will still use 35 years in the benefit cal- 
culation, adding $0 earnings for enough 
years to make it 35. If that is the case, you 
could offset some of those zero years in 


See 401K, page 8 = 
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If it didn t grow there, dont throw it there! 


JULIE MIDURA 
Correspondent 


The greatest threat to our planet is the 
belief that someone else will save it.” — 
Robert Swan 


ow that spring has arrived and more 
Ne more people are flooding to 

the wilderness to enjoy some much 
needed outdoor therapy, I would like to talk 
about one of the seven principles of Leave 
No Trace. Otherwise known as LNT, Leave 
No Trace is a set of principles designed to 
educate visitors to the outdoors on how to 
leave as minimal impact as possible on the 
land. 

Although there are seven principles of 
LNT, this column will focus on the one 
that I believe is the most widely violated: 
“Dispose of Waste Properly.’ This is oth- 
erwise known as “Carry in- Carry Out,’, or 
simply “Don’t litter.” 

You remember. It’s what our mothers 
taught us when we were about five years 
old. 

Tom and I hiked 10 miles of trails last 
weekend at the 1,200-acre Facing Rock 
Wilderness Area in our hometown of 
Ludlow, and we hauled out 19 pounds of 
trash. We picked up everything from beer 
cans, water bottles, and assorted wrappers to 
old buckets, scrap metal, and car parts. We 
still have miles and miles of trails to cover, 
and we plan to clean up every single one. 


BOH : from page 1 


funding. This left-over funding would allot 
approximately 50 new signs for the town, 
according to Board of Health member 
Hope Guardenier. 

“IT think the signs would be very sim- 
ple and encourage mask wearing in public 
places,” Guardenier said. 

This mask encouragement signage 
differs from the previous signs, which 
enforced mask wearing. 

Board member, Ken Elstien said, “Even 
the majority of people in town who are 
vaccinated, should be wearing masks. This 
should be a piece of information on the sign 
to protect yourself and others.” 

Board of Health Chair Leanne Connolly 
said she felt strongly about keeping some 
signage in place. 

“The biggest problem is vaccine-hesitan- 
cy, and I would think if we were going to 
put signs up, it would encourage people to 
get vaccinated,” she said. 

The board passed a motion to purchase 
new signs which will be posted in town to 
replace the old ones, enforcing mas wear- 
ing. Details on what will be on these signs 
will be determined at a later date. 


Vaccine Hesitancy 
The board also discussed how to 
address the issue of vaccine hesitancy that 
Belchertown has been facing. Following its 
discussion, the matter will be placed on the 
board’s June agenda. 
Since the COVID-19 vaccine has become 


= = eee’ 

Julie with just some of the trash she and Tom 
collected in the Facing Rock Wilderness Area in 
Ludlow. The couple has many more miles of trails 
they plan to police. 


available to all age ranges 16 and older, the 
highest rates of vaccinations in Belchertown 
have been seen in the older populations, 
according the Quabbin Health District 
Director Stephen Bell. The age range of 75 
and up is 79% fully vaccinated and age 65 
to 74 being 71% fully vaccinated. The low- 
est rates of vaccinations are seen in teens 
and young adults, with ages zero through 19 
being 3% fully vaccinated and age 20 to 29 
being 22% vaccinated. 

The largest population in Belchertown 
that remains unvaccinated is white, male 
residents. The board discussed how they can 
attempt to reach this population, in a way to 
hopefully increase the rate of vaccinations. 

“For some people [getting vaccinated] is 
a problem with access, and they’re on the 
fence if it’s difficult to get to,’ Bell said. “I 
think in Belchertown, the demographic is 
white men not being interested or being on 
the fence. So, I think any kind of education 
campaign or any kind of targeted advertise- 
ment would be good.” 

“We also want to reach people who are 
not engaged,” said Elstien. 

Members suggested the possibility of 
inviting “influencers” to talk about why 
they got vaccinated and airing it on BCTV, 
writing a letter to the editor or publishing 
an ad to the Belchertown Sentinel is also 
suggested, along with the possibility of 
making a TikTok video. 

The board will be taking more time 
within the next month to determine what 
method will have the largest reach and 
best impact when trying to encourage these 
populations to get vaccinated. 
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Why? 

Because trash and litter in our outdoor 
spaces 1s unacceptable. We are blessed to 
have a beautiful wilderness area here in 
Ludlow and it is our responsibility to keep 
it wild. The assortment of garbage on the 
trails not only detracts from the naturalness 
of an area, but can be extremely detrimen- 
tal to the animals who live there and to the 
ecosystem itself. 

If you spend time outside in nature, I 
urge you to research how long it takes for 
various items to break down in nature. 

No, seriously... you can do it now. [ll 
wait. 

Crazy, right?! 

I thought the same thing when I 
researched it! Two YEARS for a banana 
peel to decompose. Over three years for 
a pistachio shell. Up to 200 years for an 
aluminum can, and 450 years for a water 
bottle! I don’t know about you, but the 
thought that my great-great-great-grand- 
children will be looking at the same gar- 
bage that I’m looking at while enjoying 
time in the wilderness is not something that 
I can accept. And it makes no difference 
whether the garbage is “organic” or “artifi- 
cial” — trash is trash, and it doesn’t belong 
in our sacred outdoor spaces. 

I believe that it’s our responsibility to 
treat the wilderness the same way we treat 
our own homes. In all seriousness, when 
we’re at home and we finish eating an 
orange or drinking a beer, do we throw the 


peel or the can on the floor in our kitchens? 
Do we drop the empty potato chip bag on 
our lawn and leave it there after we have a 
barbecue in our backyard? Of course not. 

Then why do we think it’s acceptable to 
do it when we’re in the woods? 

When Tom and I see empty cans and bot- 
tles when we’re hiking, we shake our heads 
in disbelief. We just can’t understand how 
someone had the energy to carry it into the 
woods when it was full and weighed almost 
a pound, yet lacked the stamina to carry it 
back out once it was empty and weighed 
less than an ounce. 

I ask each of you to please join Tom and 
[ in our efforts to help clean up our outdoor 
spaces this spring by: 

Carrying gloves and a plastic bag for the 
trash that you find while you’re spending 
time outdoors. 

Organizing a cleanup day at your local 
trail. 

Sharing your knowledge about LNT with 
those around you, especially with your 
children. 

We all need to be part of the solution. 

We owe it to each other. 

We owe it to those who will come after 
US. 

And, we owe it to the natural places that 
many of us call home. 

Peace, and hike on, friends! 


Follow our hiking adventures on 
Instagram @morethanthemountain. 


send Us Your Photos! 
sentinel@turley.com 
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— EDUCATION 


Belchertown schools menu 


Breakfast and lunch are free for all stu- 
dents all year. 


Cold Spring School 

Monday, May 17: Breakfast — sweet 
potato swirl roll and fruit. 

Lunch — munchie basket (mozzarella 
sticks, nuggets, tater tots with dipping 
sauces) and a dinner roll. 

Alternate — pretzels with a cheese stick. 

Tuesday, May 18: Breakfast — muffin 
and fruit 

Lunch — deli grinders (turkey and ham 
with cheese) lettuce, tomato, pickles and 
chips. 

Alternate — cheese sandwich. 

Wednesday, May 19: Breakfast — cereal 
and 100% juice. 

Lunch — warm pretzel with a cheese 
Stick, steamed carrots and sidekicks fruit 
smoothie. 

Alternate — mini pancakes and a string 
cheese stick. 

Thursday, May 20: Breakfast — bagel 
with cream cheese. 

Lunch — mozzarella sticks with marina- 
ra dipping sauce, Caesar salad and a rice 
krispie treat. 

Alternate — ham sandwich. 

Friday, May 21: Breakfast — banana 
bread and fruit. 

Lunch — fish sticks with goldfish, roasted 
chickpeas and raw broccoli with ranch dip. 

Alternate — cereal meal with yogurt. 


Swift River School 

Monday, May 17: Lunch — munchie bas- 
ket (mozzarella sticks, nuggets, tater tots 
with dipping sauces) and a dinner roll. 

Alternative — sunbutter and jelly 

Tuesday, May 18: Lunch — deli grind- 
ers (turkey and ham with cheese) lettuce, 
tomato, pickles and chips. 

Alternate — tuna wrap. 

Wednesday, May 19: Lunch — BBQ 
chicken, fries, steamed carrots and a side- 
kicks fruit smoothie. 

Thursday, May 20: Lunch — Mozzarella 
sticks with marinara dipping sauce, Caesar 
salad and a rice krispie treat. 

Alternate — ham sandwich 

Friday, May 21: Lunch — fish sticks, 
goldfish, roasted chickpeas, raw broccoli 
with ranch dip. 

Alternate — cereal meal with yogurt. 





Chestnut Hill Community School 

Monday, May 17: Lunch — munchie bas- 
ket (mozzarella sticks, nuggets, tater tots 
with dipping sauces) and a dinner roll. 

Alternative — sunbutter and jelly 

Tuesday, May 18: Lunch — deli grind- 
ers (turkey and ham with cheese) lettuce, 
tomato, pickles and chips. 

Alternate — tuna wrap. 

Wednesday, May 19: Lunch — BBQ 
chicken, fries, steamed carrots and a side- 
kicks fruit smoothie. 

Thursday, May 20: Lunch — Mozzarella 
sticks with marinara dipping sauce, Caesar 
salad and a rice krispie treat. 

Alternate — ham sandwich 

Friday, May 21: Lunch — fish sticks, 
goldfish, roasted chickpeas, raw broccoli 
with ranch dip. 

Alternate — cereal meal with yogurt. 


Jabish Brook Middle School 

Monday, May 17: Lunch — munchie bas- 
ket (mozzarella sticks, nuggets, tater tots 
with dipping sauces), a dinner roll and pud- 
ding with whipped topping. 

Tuesday, May 18: Lunch — loaded baked 
potato, steamed broccoli and a breadstick. 

Wednesday, May 19: Lunch — BBQ 
chicken, potato salad, peas and peach cake. 

Thursday, May 20: Lunch — mozzarella 
sticks, dipping sauce, Caesar salad and rice 
krispie treat. 

Friday, May 21: Lunch — fish sticks, 
oven fries, roast chickpeas and raw brocco- 
li with ranch dip. 


Belchertown High School 

Monday, May 17: Breakfast — BHS 
breakfast rack. 

Lunch — munchie basket (mozzarella 
sticks, nuggets, tater tots with dipping 
sauces) and dinner roll. 

Tuesday, May 18: Breakfast — BHS 
breakfast rack. 

Lunch — loaded baked potato, steamed 
broccoli and a breadstick. 

Wednesday, May 19: BHS remote learn- 
ing day, no in school meals. 

Thursday, May 20: Breakfast — BHS 
breakfast rack 

Lunch — mozzarella sticks with marinara 
dipping sauce, Caesar salad and rice krispie 
treat. 

Friday, May 21: Breakfast — BHS break- 
fast rack. 

Lunch — fish sticks, oven fries, roasted 
chickpeas and raw broccoli with ranch dip. 


401K - from page 6 


College 


Local student to receive 

doctorate from UMass Amherst 

AMHERST — Katelyn Donoghue, 
daughter of Christopher and Carole 
Donoghue is set to graduate from 
UMass Amherst. Donoghue is a 
2013 graduate of Belchertown High 
School, 2017 graduate of Elms 
College (Magna cum laude), will be 
accepting her doctorate from UMass 
Amherst on May 13. Donoghue is 
graduating Magna Cum Laude. 
Following graduation she will begin 
her career as an Audiologist at Clarke 
Center for Hearing. 


Keeley Firinne inducted into 
the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi 

BATON ROUGE, LA - Keeley 
Firinne of Amherst, was recently ini- 
tiated into The Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and 
most selective all-discipline collegiate 
honor society. Firinne was initiated at 
Ithaca College. 

Firinne is among approximate- 
ly 30,000 students, faculty, profes- 
sional staff and alumni to be initi- 
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year. 
Membership is by invitation only and 
requires nomination and approval by 
a chapter. Only the top 10 percent of 
seniors and 7.5 percent of juniors are 
eligible for membership. Graduate 
students in the top 10 percent of the 
number of candidates for graduate 
degrees may also qualify, as do facul- 
ty, professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinction. 


Amherst student Tevah Rose 
started college early 

GREAT BARRINGTON -— It’s 
not every day that students start col- 
lege early, but this Amherst, MA 
resident is no ordinary student. 
This year, Tevah Rose joined the 
spring 2021 class at Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock in Great Barrington. 
Replicating the success of the fall 
2020 semester, this spring, Simon’s 
Rock continues to provide a safe, 
in-person learning environment. 

Rose’s academic and person- 
al achievements stood out, securing 
Rose a spot at Simon’s Rock this 
spring. The college is home to about 
400 students who engage in a rigor- 


that is more than her own). In other 


ous liberal arts and sciences curricu- 
lum and graduate from college one or 
two years ahead of their peers. 


Local students named to the 
Dean’s List at MCPHS University 

BOSTON — MCPHS University 
is pleased to announce the students 
who have been named to the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2020 semester: 
e Christina Pellerin is a native of 
Amherst and is pursuing a Doctor 
of Pharmacy. Christina will graduate 
from the Worcester, Massachusetts 
campus in 2022. 

e Angela Martoccia Grabazs is a 
native of Belchertown and is pursu- 
ing a Doctor of Pharmacy. Angela 
will graduate from the Boston, 
Massachusetts campus in 2022. 

e Thy Ton-Morrison is a native of 
Granby and is pursuing a Doctor of 
Pharmacy. Thy will graduate from 
the Boston, Massachusetts campus in 
2022. 

The Dean’s List recognizes those 
students with a full-time course load 
who have achieved outstanding schol- 
arship with a 3.5 GPA or higher for 
the academic term. 

The mission of MCPHS University 
is to prepare graduates to advance 
health and serve communities world- 
wide through excellence, innovation, 
and collaboration in teaching, prac- 
tice, scholarship, and research. 


Jessica Ha of Belchertown 
to graduate from University 

Honors Program at Nebraska 

LINCOLN, NE - Jessica Ha of 
Belchertown is among 190 University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln graduating 
seniors who have completed the 
requirements to graduate from the 
University Honors Program in May. 
Ha will graduate from the College of 
Business. 

To graduate from the Honors 
Program, students must maintain at 
least a 3.5 grade-point average, com- 
plete a culminating senior project 
or research thesis, and fulfill other 
curricular requirements. This is the 
largest class of graduating honors stu- 
dents in the program’s 34-year his- 
tory. 


National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 


Public AuctioN 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 26! AT 11:00 A.M. 


MORTGAGEE’S SALES OF REAL ESTATE 


¢ BELCHERTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS ° 


words, when you claim your benefit 
will affect the amount your wife can 
get as your widow. The longer you 
wait to claim, the higher your wife’s 








and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security 


your lifetime history by returning to 1d 
Administration or any other govern- 


work now, thus increasing your ben- 










+4,.805 S/F 


OFFICE/RESIDENTIAL 
MIXED USE BUILDING 


efit when you claim. If you already 
have at least 35 years of earnings, 
enjoy your retirement! 

One last thing to consider: if you 


survivor benefit from you will be. 
This article is intended for infor- 

mation purposes only and does not 

represent legal or financial guidance. 


mental entity. To submit a question, 
visit the website (amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advisory) or 
email to ssadvisor@amacfoundation. 


with (3) APARTMENTS predecease your wife, at her FRA she _ It presents the opinions and interpre- _ org. 
will be entitled to 100% of the benefit tations of the AMAC Foundation’s Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
205 Ware Road | ae OWN, MA you were receiving at your death af staff, trained and accredited by the advisor for AMAC. 





FEATURES 
LAND: +3 Acres (+136,343 S/F) ¢ +387 Ft. Frontage on Ware Road ¢ 
Gravel Parking for +8 Vehicles * Public Water & Sewer * Legal Description: 
Book 9566, Page 158 ¢ Tax Parcel: 245-28 * Zoned: General Business (B2) ¢ 
IMPROVEMENTS: 2-Story Office/Residential Mixed-Use Building « 
+4,805 S/F of Total Area ¢ Partial Basement (Unfinished) * Underground 
Utilities « 
OFFICE SPACE (2 LEVELS): +2,448 S/F ¢ Gas Radiant & Radiator Heat 
¢ Clapboard Exterior * Metal Roof * Lavatory * Ceramic Tile & Hardwood 
Flooring ¢ 
1ST LEVEL: Open Area ¢ Private Offices * Kitchenette * 2ND LEVEL: 
Open Work Area ¢ 
RESIDENTIAL SPACE (3 APARTMENTS): +2,357 S/F ¢ (2) Studio 
Apartments ¢ (1) One Bedroom Apartment ¢ Gas Hot Water Baseboard Heat 
(Separately Metered) * Hardwood, Wood Plank, Carpet & Vinyl Flooring ¢ 
(1) Bathroom (Each Unit) « 
SALE PER ORDER OF MORTGAGEE 
ATTORNEY THOMAS J. HAMEL 


OF THE FIRM OF COURTNEY, LEE & HAMEL, P.C., 31 WENDELL AVENUE, PITTSFIELD, MA 
ATTORNEY FOR MORTGAGEE 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 


BELCHERTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Belchertown School Committee will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday May 25, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., to present the FY 2022 School 
Department Budget. Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain 
provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the public will 
not be allowed to physically access this Budget Hearing. Members of 
the Public can access the meeting via live stream. Link will be located 
at www.belchertownps.com under the School Committee link at the top 
of the page beside the Agenda for this meeting. 


their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 


responsible for more 


Terms Of Sale: $20,000.00 BY BANK TREASURERS CHECK OR CERTIFIED FUNDS. than one corrected in- 
DEPOSIT TO BE INCREASED TO 10% OF THE PURCHASE PRICE WITHIN 5 BUSINESS DAYS. 
UYER’S PREMIUM APPLIES 


5% B ES. 
OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THIS AUCTION: 
WE ARE DOING OUR BEST TO ENSURE OUR STAFF AND CUSTOMERS ARE SAFE AS POSSIBLE, 
ie] TA N folele] B 


sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


MAINTAIN 6’ DISTANCE BETWEEN YOURSELF AND OTHERS. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU ARE 
EXPERIENCING ANY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS OR HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO SOMEONE WHO HAS, 
OR HAVE TRAVELED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE LAST MONTH. MASKS REQUIRED. 





West Springfield, MA e Philadelphia, PA 
413-733-5238 ¢ 610-853-6655 
TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451) 
MA Auc. Lic. #161 ¢ PA Auc. Lic. #AYO00241L 


www.posnik.com ¢ E-mail: info @ posnik.com 


Aaron Posnik 
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS 
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— EDUCATION 


Students get ivy league writer’s workshop 


BELCHERTOWN -— Writers 
never settle for the first version 
of their work, according to writer, 
educator and scholar Paula Szulc, 
Ed.D. 

Dr. Szulc, a Western 
Massachusetts native and Harvard 
University graduate, shared her 
perspective in a writer’s workshop 
with fifth graders at Chestnut Hill 
Community School last week. 

Even before Dr. Szulc’s virtu- 
al visit, the fifth graders applied 
that knowledge as they wrote, edit- 
ed and revised their own stories, 
Murray wrote in a press release. 
Excerpts from these stories became 
discussion points as students debat- 
ed how their writing evolved from 
one version to the next. 

“When students take a step 
back to critically examine their 
writing, they see themselves as 
authors and understand the nec- 
essary struggles all authors con- 
front,’ Dr. Szulc said. 

The trio of Chestnut Hill teach- 
ers who organized the workshop 
agreed. 

“One of the biggest frustrations 








students share is the fact that 
they have to edit and resubmit. 
They learn that strong writers are 
also strong editors,” said teacher 
Laurie Murray. 

“Bringing in a writer and hear- 
ing that adult describe their own 
difficulties sends the message that 
it is ok to need a second, third, 
and even fourth version before 
a written work is finished,” 
said fifth grade teacher Shelley 
Eldridge. 

“Students who master writing 
skills become successful in any 
discipline they pursue. To me, 
this is the most important reason 
we include writer’s workshops in 
our approach to teaching,” Laura 
Anderman said. 

Dr. Szulc concluded the work- 
shop with a brief a description 
of the novel she is finishing, a 
work of historical fiction for adult 
readers, loosely based on events 
taking place at Belchertown State 
School in the 1970s. Chestnut 
Hill Community School is built 
on land formerly occupied by the 
state school. 


Walk-ins 
(and fly-ins) 
welcome. 


Virtual visits, too. 


with a 
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new, dedicated 
entrance! 





COURTESY PHOTO 
Guest speaker, Harvard University graduate, author and Western Mass native Dr. Paula Szulc spoke to fifth graders about their 
writing processes at Chestnut Hill Community School last week. 





It's the right care, in the right place, 


at the right time. 


NORTHAMPTON 


Cooley Dickinson Hospital 
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WALK-IN HOURS 
Daily: 9AM - 5PM 


AMHERST 
170 University Drive 


WALK-IN HOURS 
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Sat-Sun: 9 AM-5 PM 


SOUTHAMPTON 
12 College Highway 
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VIRTUAL VISITS 


VIRTUAL HOURS 
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ADVANCING YOUR HEALTH 
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Chicopee’s regional vaccine site a reality 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 





CHICOPEE — Four neighboring commu- 
nities celebrated together on April 28, as a 
regional vaccination site began operating 
out of the Castle of Knights in Chicopee 
on Memorial Drive. The opening served 
as a tremendous accomplishment for all 
involved. 

The clinic will administer state-allot- 
ted doses of the Moderna vaccine to res- 
idents from Chicopee, Granby, Holyoke 
and South Hadley and has the capacity to 
administer 800 shots a day. 

After several weeks of discussions, the 
Department of Public Health approved the 
regional vaccination site at the Castle of 
Knights in late March. 

Doses, however, were slow to follow. 
The operation remained uncertain until an 
opening date was announced in mid-April. 

South Hadley Emergency Management/ 
Health Director Sharon Hart was on-hand 
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to witness the opening on April 28; she 
commended the teamwork that led to the 
establishment of the regional clinic. 

“This is amazing; the efforts they’ve put 
in to put this clinic together. Not only their 
efforts; they reached out to their neighbors, 
and it’s a collaborative effort. They’re our 
neighbors; they opened their arms, and 
we're rolling up our sleeves,” said Hart. 

Weeks of waiting culminated in the April 
28 opening, which drove Chicopee Health 
Director Lisa Sanders to tears. 

“T’m so excited today. I’m used to being 
at this podium and telling you guys all the 
active cases we have, but it’s so good to 
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PHOTOS BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 


Holyoke Community College nursing students Shauna Martinez, Matthew Tetreault, Veronica Machuca, 
Edward Brewer prepare for the first day of the regional vaccination clinic that is operating at the Castle 


of Knights in Chicopee. 


finally tell you that we have vaccines in 
the city. It’s been so long, and I’m just so 
happy. Let’s fill up these slots and let’s just 


¢ 118 Works of Art 

© 67 Area Artists 

e NINE Galleries 
e Sales Shop 


House of Art+* 


200 Main Street 
Monson 
**Covid 19 Guidelines in Place 


Plus Online Gallery 


www. MonsonArtsCouncil.org 
27th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale 


The Colors of Change 


May 15 - 16 © 22 - 23 © 29 - 30 2021 


Noon - 5pm 


MEDIA Sponsor 
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crush COVID,” said Sanders. 

Chicopee Mayor John Vieau urged res- 
idents to get vaccinated and credited the 
first responders and medical professionals, 
who make the clinic possible. 

Referencing the rising availability of 
COVID-19 testing and vaccines, Vieau 
expressed his belief that the state 1s making 
strong progress. Last Thursday, he empha- 
sized the magnitude of the clinic’s opening. 

“T have some scripted things that I’m not 
going to use; it’s not about being scripted 
today. It’s about getting the message out 
there. We’ve made vaccines available, and 
that was our goal,’ said Vieau. 

A number of speakers took to the podi- 
um at the Castle of the Knights on April 28. 
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Springfield 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
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Lisa Sanders, Chicoo- 
ee’s Health Director, 
was moved to tears 
during the opening of 
the regional vaccina- 
tion site in the city. 


Holyoke Community College nursing students Brit- 
tany Lord, Christine Briggs and Yamaira Bejesus 
came out to work the first day of the Chicopee 
regional vaccination clinic. 


Among them was Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi, who praised all involved in 
manning the clinic. 

“The heroes that are in this room today 
are not behind the podium. They’re out in 
front of the podium. I want to thank each 
and every one of you for stepping up and 
doing the work that you do,’ said Cocchi. 

Cocchi acknowledged that vaccinations 
are controversial. Nonetheless, he encour- 
aged residents to book an appointment, 
even if only for peace of mind. 

“One vaccine at a time will allow us to 
open up this Commonwealth and, then, 
that person, that family or that individual 
can feel confident about moving forward 
and doing so in a very safe and productive 
way, said Cocchi. 

Interim Holyoke Mayor 
Terence Murphy took to the 
microphone as well, thank- 
ing the students from Holyoke 
Community College’s nursing 
program, who are working the 
clinic. Murphy also delivered an 
important message to employers 
throughout the region. 

“Without mandating, I would 
like to challenge employers to 
give your employees, especially 
those that are on low wages and 
can’t afford to give up a couple of 
hours in order to get vaccinated; 
to give them those hours with pay, 
which in the long run will make 
your business more successful and 
will allow the community to get 
together,” said Murphy. 

One can schedule an appoint- 
ment at the regional vaccination 
site by visiting Mass.gov/covid- 
19-vaccine. 


Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer, 


who can be reached at dzbierski@ 
turley.com. 
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COURTESY PHOTO 


Learn about the annual fish migration through a virtual program by Northfield Mountain. 


VIRTUAL — Learn about the fascinat- 
ing lives and epic migrations of American 
Shad and Sea Lamprey virtually with 
Firstlight’s Northfield Mountain on May 
18 from 5:30 until 6:30 p.m. 

These fish play an important role in our 
river ecosystems as they migrate to and 
from the sea. Author John McPhee nick- 
named American Shad “Our Founding 
Fish.” Sea Lamprey have been called 
“Hero of our rivers and vampire of the 
sea.” Find out why this keystone species 


is misunderstood and underappreciat- 
ed. Join Kim Noyes, Firstlight’s Northfield 
Mountain Education Coordinator, for this 
free presentation on the history and nat- 
ural history of these unusual fish as this 
spring’s upriver migration is underway. 
This online event is co-sponsored with the 
Northfield Bird Club. 

To register, go to www.bookeo.com/ 
northfield. Registration requests must be 
received at least 24 hours before program 
begins. 


UMass to host virtual concert by vocal 
ensemble La Compagnia del Madrigale 


AMHERST- On Saturday, May 15, 
the UMass Amherst Department of 
Music and Dance will host a virtual con- 
cert by La Compagnia del Madrigale, 
one of the world’s foremost madrigal 
ensembles. The concert, titled “Tasso at 
Ferrara,’ will take place on the depart- 
ment’s YouTube channel at 2 p.m., and is 
free and open to the public. The concert 
was originally scheduled to take place in 
April 2020 as part of the Tasso and Music 
Festival, but was postponed due to the 
pandemic. 

The music on the program high- 
lights the work of late-Renaissance 
composers associated with the court of 
Ferrara, Italy, where the great Italian 
poet Torquato Tasso (1544-1595) spent 
much of his career. The music has been 
made available through the Tasso in 
Music Project led by Professor of Music 
History Emiliano Ricciardi. Funded 
by a $260,000 Scholarly Editions and 
Translations Grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Tasso in Music Project established the 
first complete critical edition of the early 


modern musical settings of the poet- 
ry of Torquato Tasso. The project has 
recently received Honorable Mention 
for the Digital Innovation Prize of the 
Renaissance Society of America. 

At the May 15 concert, La Compagnia 
del Madrigale will present musical set- 
tings of Tasso’s Rime and Gerusalemme 
liberata by some of the most prominent 
composers associated with the court of 
Ferrara, including Agostini, Gesualdo, 
Luzzaschi, Virchi, and Wert. The ensem- 
ble, which consists of sopranos Rossana 
Bertini and Francesca Cassinari; con- 
tralto Elena Carzaniga; tenors Giuseppe 
Maletto and Raffaele Giordani, and bass 
Matteo Bellotto, is widely viewed as one 
of the preeminent interpreters of Italian 
madrigal music performing today. Their 
recordings, published by Glossa, have 
received numerous awards, including 
the prestigious Gramophone Editor’s 
Choice and the Diapason d’Or. More 
information about the ensemble may be 
found at http://www.lacompagniadelmad- 
rigale.com/en/home-en/. 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS 


FREDERICK TILTON 
Owner 


323-5051 


DF 


PLUMBING & MECHANICAL 


Coutractorws 
Residential 6 Commercial 
PLUMBING SERVICES 


¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 
¢ High Efficiency Gas Boilers 
¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 


(413) 323-6116 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


413-323-9966 
www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com 


Residential 
Mike McKenzie 


MA. Lic. #15648A Commercial 


Fully Insured Industrial 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


MA Lic. #11406 
Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


O00000000000000 


BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 


Has This Happened to You? 


We do what your body shop won’t! 
Body Rust ¢ Body Rot * Frame Rust * Chassy Work 


Turn to the experts at 


Amherst Welding 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows * Sanders ¢ Hand Railings 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867 
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We Install Only NAPA Parts 
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3 AMHERST ROAD 
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Power Equipment 


Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 
www.devonlane.com 
Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 


413-323-5435 


GHILDCARE 


CENTER | 


MORNING PRESCHOOL WITH MISS MELISSA 


“Where children are given the opportunities 
to explore and discover the world around THEM” 


9:15am — 1:00 pm Tuesday — Friday 
Your choice of 2-4 days any combination 


(we fit your schedule) 


Weekly Payments/No Contracts 
Reasonable Rates of $20.00 Per day 
CPR and First Aid Certified 
Recognition: Letter/Color/Number/Shapes 
Hands on Activities: Science/Cooking/Crafts & More 
Accepting Fall Registrations for Morning Preschool 


Guidelines Completed & Extra Covid Training 





58 Daniel Shays Highway (Rt. 202) Belchertown 
413-323-8447 - www.LittleFriends39.com 
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DEATH NOTICE 


John Matthew Riedel 
Died May 1, 2021 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Large, flightless birds mem 
5. Lifts and moves heavy 37. City a 

objects River 

10. Hyundai sedan 38. A pen 
12. Wear away by erosion 
14. Arranged alphabet- 

ically 

16. Top prosecutor 

18. __-de-sac: Short 

dead-end street 

19. Digital audiotape 

20. Linguistics pioneer 

22. Singer DiFranco 

23. Arms of the sea 

25, Near-reach weapon 

(abbr.) 

26. Ballplayer’s accessory 

27. You get one at the 

beach 

28. U.S. founding father 

30. W. Australia indigenous 

people 

31. Amounts of time 

33. Put on the shelf 


40. Actor 


42. Comp 


48. Part 0 


96. Many 
57. Group 
58. About 
63. Femal 


66. Dull b 





35. Russian dynasty 


the Red Sea and the 
Persian Gulf 


41, King Cole, musician 


receipts 
44. Scatter 
45. Basics 


90. Indicates silence 

92. Moved quickly on foot 
93. Monetary units 

55. A place to crash 


Bacchus 
65. A dentist can treat it 


— OBITUARY 
John Riedel 


AMHERST —- John Matthew 
(“Jack”) Riedel passed away 
peacefully at home in Amherst on 
May 1, 2021 following a brief ill- 
ness. 

Born May 27, 1960, Jack faced 
the challenges of Down Syndrome 
and learned to apply his capabili- : r 
ties and talents productively. Jack fa 
lived his formative years with his family in Belchertown 
and later moved to an apartment in Amherst center where 
he savored his independence and over the course of 30 
plus years became a beloved fixture of the community as a 
result of his friendliness, gentleness, kindness, and humor. 

Jack was aided in life with several strong advocates 
including Dr. Bern Graney, who was instrumental in Jack’s 
development and lifestyle, and the staff at Community 
Options. Jason, his long-time friend and with assistance 
from Pathlight, provided support which was irreplaceable. 
With help from Community Options, Jack developed pho- 
tography skills and sold a number of items that expressed 
his artistic flair. He also enjoyed music, singing in the 
choir at Hope Church, slap-stick comedy, and particular 
serial dramas on TV. A graduate of Pathfinder Regional 
High School, Jack’s employment included positions at 
Price Chopper, UMass, and the Holiday Inn. 

Jack is predeceased by his mother Mildred S Riedel, 
father Robert W Riedel, and brother Stuart A Riedel. He is 
survived by his brother Bill Riedel of North Andover, his 
wife Lisa and by two nephews and a niece. 

A celebration of life will be scheduled; details available 
by contacting billried @ gmail.com. 

Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with the arrangements and please visit www. 
beersandstory.com 
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631 Center Street, Ludlow 
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67. Int'l nonprofit goat antelope 

ber 29. Murdered in his 

long the Elbe CLUES DOWN bathtub 

1. Midway between 32. Tease good-naturedly 
northeast and east 34. Morsel 

2. Partner to cheese 35. Cause persistent 

3. One from Utah resentment 

4. A way to move 36. A radioactive element 

5. Playing cards 39. Perform in a play 

6. Baseball stat 40. Witty remark: Bon __ 

7. Long river in western 43. A great place to kayak 
Asia 44, Conclude by reasoning 

8. Grandmothers 46. In an unfavorable way 

9. Entertainment legend 47. Complex of nerve 
Sullivan tissues (abbr.) 

10. Steam bath room 49, Machine for making 

11. One who kills paper 

13. Food 91. Feline 

15. Swiss river 94. Yugo’s hatchback 

17. Fleet 59. Check 

18. Taxi 60. Press against lightly 

21. Working class 61. Wind-pollinated plants 

23. More (Spanish) 62. compoop 

24. High schoolers’ test 64. Commercial 

27. Large heavily built 


insula between 


Damon 


any that rings 


f a door 


subconsciousses 
of countries 

line of latitude 

é follower of 


rown fabrics 





The Hartsbrook School CSA 
expands available shares 


HADLEY — As the coronavirus pan- 
demic continues to shut down many 
local activities, families can safely spend 
time outdoors, cultivating crops in back- 
yard gardens, thanks to lessons taught at 
The Hartsbrook School’s working farm. 
Students and families there nurture and 
tend crops as a safe, distanced outdoor 
activity that helps feed families, with ben- 
efit for others in surrounding communities. 

In its second year, the Hartsbrook School 
CSA is selling 45 shares this season, pro- 
viding weekly boxes of fresh produce 
grown and tended by students in the preK 
through 12 school whose 54 acres are part 
of a dynamic, hands-on, land-based cur- 
riculum. Shares are open to the public for 
purchase; as well, a lot of what is grown on 
the Hartsbrook farm goes to local organiza- 
tions dedicated to eliminating food insecu- 
rity, Gardening the Community Abundance 
Farm and Grey Barn. 

This year’s crops include kale, beans, 
beets, chard, broccoli, cabbage, onions, 
potatoes, leeks, carrots, squash, cucumbers, 
peppers, tomatoes, herbs and flowers. The 
school’s Land Stewardship Director Nicki 
Robb spoke about how local families can 
incorporate some of the growing lessons 
taught to Hartsbrook students to cultivate 
their own gardens, creating safe, productive 
activities during this complicated time. 

“We are blessed with this amazing 
resource of land, and we decided to grow 
food in an accessible way for not only our 
own school community but for the wider 
community,” says Nicki Robb, land stew- 
ardship director. “We offered our first CSA 
last year, distributing to our community 
of shareholders, but the large bulk of the 
produce was shared with Gardening the 
Community in Springfield and Abundance 
Farm in Northampton. It is a relationship.” 

Six acres of the school’s land is devoted 
to growing crops for the CSA. One-third 
of that goes to shareholders, and the rest is 
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distributed to food insecurity organizations 
for families in need, Robb says. 

Hartsbrook’s Agricultural Arts curricu- 
lum begins in second grade and continues 
through high school. Every year includes 
a component of animal husbandry and 
gardening. As an example, third-graders 
grow a three sisters garden (corn, beans, 
and squash), tying into that grade’s core 
themes for the year and also to indigenous 
practices in the valley as they learn how 
to sustainably work the land. When stu- 
dents grow grains, they learn the process 
from sowing seeds to harvesting and baking 
bread. By high school, students are learning 
about the human impact on sustainability 
and climate consciousness. 

It is inherently healing for children to 
“experience a real empathic relationship 
with the natural world, through activity and 
a sense of responsibility,’ Robb said. They 
not only learn where their food and cloth- 
ing come from; they graduate from the high 
school informed and aware, able to make 
choices with a sense of how their actions 
impact the rest of the world. 

Local families can adopt some of these 
lessons by watching a series of instruc- 
tional videos about how to start a family 
garden. Hartsbrook offers compost to the 
wider community to aid in home growing 
projects. 

Vimeo links to help families start gar- 
dens: Planting Seeds, Turning Your Garden 
and Compost for All 

The Hartsbrook School and farm has 
been a leader in the independent school 
movement of the Pioneer Valley for more 
than 40 years. Driven by a land-based 
Waldorf curriculum on its 54-acre campus, 
Hartsbrook educates students from preK 
through high school. The pedagogy pro- 
vides for hands-on, experiential learning at 
the proper developmental stage for every 
child. 
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Department of Public Works Director Steve Williams presented preliminary plans for redesigning 


North Main and Main St. 


MAIN ST PROJECT - from page 1 


needs of the town, feedback was given on 
pedestrians and bicycle use which was 
built into the design. 

The biggest variation is toward the cen- 
ter of town, Williams said. 

Toward the intersections of Jackson St 
and East Walnut St there will be sidewalks 
on both sides of the Common, which 
Williams is proposing using stamped con- 
crete on the side of the Common. 

“Some of the big changes are narrowing 
east Walnut St (brought the corners of 
the intersection out) because that makes 
pedestrian crossing safer,’ he said. “We 
added a bump out on the (side of the 
Common) to shorten the distance (to cross 
to the other side of Main St).” 

There are proposed parking spaces 
along the east side of Main St, adding a 
bump out to have a crosswalk from one 
side of Main St to the Common. 

“We worked hard to minimize infringe- 
ment on the green space,” he said. 

Williams explained what the next steps 
were for the town. 

“These plans and our support for 
the project are going to be submit- 
ted to (Massachusetts Department of 


Transportation) sometime over the sum- 
mer. They have a project review commit- 
tee that will look at it to determine if its 
eligible for the program. If that happens, 
they issue the town a project number and 
we can begin the process of finalizing the 
designs,” he said. 

MassDOT would issue permitting and 
funding for the project. Generally, 75% of 
the funding comes from the federal gov- 
ernment and 25% comes from the state. 

“These are good investments for our 
limited engineering funds we currently 
use,” he said. 

Selectboard member Jen Turner asked 
if diagonal parking was considered along 
the Common rather than parallel parking. 

“We'd be infringing into the Common if 
we did diagonal style parking,’ Williams 
said. 

Selectboard member Jim Barry said 
he wanted to remind the public the large 
scale, expensive projects requires the con- 
tinued maintenance in order to the town 
get into the “line.” 

The next steps for the project will 
include submitted the plans to MassDOT, 
once authorized to get to the 25% design 
plan, a public hearing will be scheduled. 

Williams said the plans are available on 
the DPW webpage. 
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Soil Health program encourages 
soil health adoption 


NORTHAMPTON —- — American 
Farmland Trust, in partnership 
with the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources and NOFA/ 
Mass, announced a comprehensive soil 
health program, incentivizing farmers 
throughout Massachusetts to adopt regen- 
erative agriculture practices with the goal 
of improving resilience to climate change 
and farm viability. The Massachusetts 
Coordinated Soil Health Program will focus 
on both organic and conventional farmers 
to better understand the current resources 
and practices being utilized. The program 
will encourage the implementation of cover 
crops, no-till, nutrient management, and 
other soil health management practices. 

More than 54% of Massachusetts crop- 
land is dedicated to hay or corn for silage 
(USDA). Meanwhile, vegetables are the 
second largest crop acreage in the state. 
Yet, both the vegetable and dairy industries’ 
established presence has not buffered the 
economic impact of declining milk prices 
and a log jammed supply chain for vege- 
tables and dairy products. With improved 
production methods and soil health prac- 
tices, Massachusetts farms can strengthen 
their financial standing and reduce the risk 
of climate change impacts, setting them 
up for greater stability and presence in our 
local food system. 

There are many barriers to implement- 
ing comprehensive soil health practic- 
es for any type of farm operation, wheth- 
er they be financial or technical. However, 
there is considerable interest from farm- 
ers who are not currently utilizing cover 
crops or reduced tillage in learning about 
the benefits, and how to integrate these 
practices into their operations. The 
Massachusetts Coordinated Soil Health 
Program seeks to provide financial assis- 
tance including no-cost soil health assess- 
ments, free technical assistance, and 
on-farm learning events to share informa- 
tion on no-till and cover crop benefits, to 
influence the likelihood of adopting these 
practices. 

“AFT is thrilled to help establish 
a soil health program for the State of 
Massachusetts that can serve farmers and 
provide support in their soil health journeys. 
Better soil health means greater yields, more 
resilience to climate change impacts, such 
as extreme weather events, and increased 
pest pressure. Improved soil health means 
increased farm viability and land tenure 
for farmers across the Commonwealth.” Dr. 
Emily Cole, New England Deputy Director. 

The program brings together a solid 
advisory team of farmers, soil health 
experts, and agency partners, all of 
whom provide knowledge and resources 
on how to best provide the farmers in the 
Commonwealth with the financial and tech- 
nical assistance necessary to overcome the 
many identified barriers. UMass Amherst 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture will be 
supporting this work by conducting soil 
health analysis for farmers interested 
in understanding more about the state of 
their soil’s health. 

“Soil health is a critical but also advanced 


area of understanding for both farmers and 
scientists. Projects like this provide a unique 
opportunity to not just study the science 
of soil health, but to actually see how the 
science holds up on the farm. That’s what 
we do in the Stockbridge School - we put 
science to work.” Dr. Masoud Hashemi, 
Extension Professor, Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture. 

“The organic movement is centered 
around healthy soils practices,” said NOFA/ 
Mass Policy Director Marty Dagoberto. 
“We are excited to partner with AFT and 
MDAR in order to scale out these practices 
for the benefit of all farmers and our bio- 
sphere.” 

“Healthy soil is not only a funda- 
mental building block for all agricultur- 
al practices, but employing healthy 
soil practices also contributes to cli- 
mate change mitigation,” said MDAR 
Commissioner John Lebeaux. “MDAR is 
pleased to partner with AFT and NOFA 
to further advance healthy soil con- 
cepts that will support the Baker-Polito 
Administration’s environmental and climate 
goals, and benefit farmers’ bottom lines.” 
Goals of the project include: 

eIdentify the barriers to soil health prac- 
tice adoption through farmer interviews and 
surveys, and input from service providers. 

e Organize soil health focused events for 
farmers across the state. The first event in 
the series, “No-Tull Tools for Small Scale 
Farmers” is put on by NOFA/Mass and will 
take place at Long Life Farm in Hopkinton 
on May 16. Register at nofamass.org/events. 
Attendance is limited for safety and a video 
recap will be posted on Youtube follow- 
ing the event. Establish two on-farm soil 
health demonstration projects to track soil 
health changes and economic impacts and 
to serve as real-life examples for other 
Massachusetts farmers. 

e Establish a robust database cat- 
aloging soil health status across 
the Commonwealth across a wide variety of 
production systems, soil types, and farming 
practices, helping to inform locally relevant 
agricultural research. 

e Provide farmers with no-cost soil 
health assessments and technical assistance. 

e Share the lessons learned from farm- 
ers, soil health evaluations, and project out- 
comes to generate resources including 
videos, factsheets, soil health case studies 
and reports, providing valuable information 
about soil health, climate resilience, and the 
economic viability of Massachusetts farms. 

Providing farmers with resources to build 
health soils is crucial in combating cli- 
mate change and maintaining a robust food 
system in Massachusetts. To learn more 
about the project, visit https://farmland.org/ 
ma-soil-health-program/ 

If you, or someone you know, 1s a farm- 
er in Massachusetts interested in building 
resilient soil, please take this brief survey 
to help us gather information on your cur- 
rent soil health practices. Participants who 
respond before May 31 will be entered to 
win one of five $50 gift cards. Survey can 
be found here: https://www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/MASoilHealth 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wea. 10am - 4pm 
Thuis, HOB = Ayan 2 lia, Wein anon 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 253-3330 ext. 100 


— AN 


Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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i POLICE LOGS 
BELCHERTOWN POLICE 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of April 28 through May 5. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature 
is designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 335 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were nine incidents, two acci- 
dents, six arrest/summons and eight cita- 
tions. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Friday, April 30 
12:13 p.m. — A 43-year-old Belchertown 
was man arrested on a warrant. 


Sunday, May 2 
4:42 p.m. — A 24-year-old Belchertown 
woman was arrested on charges of assault 
and battery on a family and household 
member, witness intimidation and destruc- 
tion of property. Officers responded to a 
report of two parties fighting in a vehicle. 
4:42 p.m. — A 24-year-old Connecticut 
man from arrested for two counts of viola- 
tion an abuse prevention order. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Wednesday, April 28 

2:58 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
Fuller St residence for report of a vehicle 
that was vandalized. The officers reported 
two tires were slashed. There were items 
that didn’t belong to residents that were 
found in the backyard. These items were 
taken into evidence. There are no suspects 
at this time. 


Thursday, April 29 

10:55 p.m. — An officer spoke with a 
resident about a compromising photo posed 
on social media. The officer recommended 
that the resident report to the social media 
site so the image could be taken down. A 
report of the incident was completed. Later 
in the evening officers responded to the 
area where the involved resident lived for a 
report of a disturbance. 


Friday, April 30 
5:24 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident at the Springfield Rd, South Main 
St and North Washington. The operator 
was traveling south on South Main St 
approaching the intersection of Springfield 








Rd when a second vehicle pulled in front 
them on Springfield Rd. There was dam- 
age to the driver’s side rear bumper on the 
second vehicle and to the front the first 
vehicle. No injuries were reported and no 
tow was necessary. 

11:27 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on West St. The operator wad trav- 
elling east on West St when a deer crossed 
the road. The operator swerved to avoid 
the deer, crossing over the westbound lane, 
striking rock wall, spinning, striking in the 
rear of the vehicle and coming to rest in the 
westbound lane. There were no injuries and 
no tow was necessary. 


Tuesday, May 4 

3:56 p.m. — Officers took a report from 
someone who ordered items online and 
was awaiting shipment to their PO box but 
it was delivered to their residence instead. 
The caller reported they never received the 
items despite the delivery company’s report 
the item was delivered. An officer took a 
report of the incident. 

9:14 p.m. — Officers responded with 
Belchertown fire and paramedics for a 
report of a teenager with suicidal thoughts. 


GRANBY POLICE 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 137 calls for the 
week of April 30 through May 6. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, April 30 
4:26 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
identity theft. The incident is still under 
investigation. 
7:44 p.m. — Paul Hughes, 56, of 7 Carver 
St, Granby was arrested on charges of 
operation under influence of alcohol. 


Saturday, May 1 
10:30 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
motor vehicle accident on Burnett St. The 
operator drove off roadway and stuck a 
utility pole. A citation was issued for dis- 
tracted driving. 


Wednesday, May 5 
12:51 p.m. — Officers investigated a two- 
car accident on West State St and Pleasant 
St. No injuries were reported. 
4:42 p.m. — Officers investigate motor 
vehicle accident on West State St. No inju- 
ries were reported. 
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2021 Garden Bed Pricing 


2’x4’x11” Standard Ground Beds 
Made with 5/4x6 Alaskan Yellow Cedar 


Kits come with corners, screws, and bit for 11” tall beds 















Wooden corners 
Galvanized Corners 


Kit 
$59 
$89 


Assembled 
$69 
$99 


Heavy Duty Kits with 2x6” AYC lumber 


2x4’= $65 4x4’= 


$95 4x6’= 


$105 4x8’= $125 


Kits come with wooden corners, screws, and bit for 11” tall beds 


2x4’ Elevated Beds 
5/4x6 AYC frame, with Douglas Fir legs 


Fully Assembled = $240 _‘Pre-cut kits = $175 


Reformulated Garden Soil: 
$6.99/bag. Bag = 1CuFt 


Bark Fines, Compost, Peat Moss, & Fertilizer mix 
2x4’ standard box will take 6 to 7 bags. 


www.MannLumber.com 


wwww.Facebook.com/MannLumber 


199 Petersham Road (Route 32), Athol, Massachusetts 


978-249-2206 


Open Weekdays 8-5, Saturday 8-2 


EZ Directions: Take Route 2 to Exit #17, left off the ramp, we are one mile down. 
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senger rail to Palmer. We are well-posi- 


tioned at the northeast corner of Metro 
Hartford-Springfield, closest to Worcester 
and Boston. The study recognizes the work 
we’ve done to prepare for restored passen- 
ger rail.” 

Prepared by the international consulting 
firm AECOM, which specializes in infra- 
structure, the report not only celebrates 
modern mass transit as a tool for economic 
and social transformation but accuses state 
and federal governments of negligence over 
a lack of progress. Although it hails the 
2018 opening of the Hartford-Springfield 
line as a step in the right direction, the 
service just scratches the surface, the con- 
sultant said, and even that new line needs 
improvement, according to the study. 

“The work remaining to be done 
includes electrification, additional rolling 
stock, a replacement of the Connecticut 
River Bridge at Windsor Locks, dou- 
ble-tracking of key segments, five new or 
relocated stations, and upgrading the down- 
town Hartford rail viaduct. These improve- 
ments, estimated to cost up to $3 billion, 
would boost speed, reliability, and access,” 
the study states. 

The Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission also had input on the report. 

The East-West Rail project in 
Massachusetts would connect Springfield 
to Worcester and Boston, and potentially 
westward to Pittsfield. 

“These services nominally exist today, 
but with only one train in each direction 
(Amtrak’s Lakeshore Limited), unreliable 
performance, and uncompetitively slow 
speeds—about an hour longer than driv- 
ing in mid-day conditions. While several 
alternatives remain in play, an investment 
in the $4 billion range would cut nearly an 
hour off the Springfield-Boston trip, enable 
at least 10 round trips per day, and provide 
comfort and reliability,’ according to the 
report. 

“In Boston, the train would stop not 
only at South Station, with its instant con- 
nections to the Red and Silver Lines and 
much of downtown accessible on foot, 
but at the key destinations of Back Bay, 
the Longwood Medical Area (Lansdowne 
Station), and the future multimodal hub at 
West Station. Together, the East-West Line 
and the completed Hartford Line would 
reconstitute a 21st-century version of the 
old Inland Route—regular train service 
from Boston to New York via Worcester, 
Springfield, Hartford, and New Haven— 





TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 8309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Year Round ~<& 
Enrollment 


Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


REECE 
p-NGR ROR = 10] 3) 4 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
@) fos) elalaleji(-cemmcer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
om plete ¢ New Construction 
CZ & Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 





“Regions that are connected 
by rail to major economic 
hubs such as Boston and 
New York City are thriving, 

while under-served 
communities like ours 
have lagged behind. 

We now know what the 
lack of rail has cost us 
economically and this trend 
simply cannot continue.” 


Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 


: KIMBERLY H. ROBINSON 
Executive Director 


which the region has lacked for decades. 
It would create a regional network of great 
versatility and economic potential, combin- 
ing intercity service all along the corridor 
with high-frequency, transit-like service in 
the Hartford-Springfield core.” 


An economic driver 

At a press conference last week at 
Springfield Union Station, U.S. Rep. 
Richard E. Neal and Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission Executive Director 
Kimberly H. Robinson seized on the report 
as further evidence that a Biden administra- 
tion infrastructure proposal should include 
more than $1 billion for the East-West line. 
Biden’s infrastructure wish list is reported- 
ly under negotiations among congressional 
leaders, but there’s been no date set for 
public hearings. 

In the meantime, Neal, who pledged last 
fall to fight for the project, laid out at the 
press conference part of his argument on 
why Western Mass needs a new, expansive 
commuter rail. 

“In the Hartford-Springfield area 
(there is) a population of 1.6 million peo- 
ple, regional gross domestic product of 
over $20 billion, 20 colleges and univer- 
sities, two historic downtowns and New 
England’s second-largest airport, in which 
I believe seven million people ventured 
through last year,’ Neal said. 
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Hardware 


SD i DP i i 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow « Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


our Lo 
ius 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 
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“This confirms what many of us have 
thought about what improved rail service 
could do for the Springfield-Hartford- 
Worcester-New Haven areas, in terms of 
not just geography, but in terms of invest- 
ment as well.” 

Robinson also considers the report vali- 
dation. 

“In so many ways the findings of this 
study confirmed what we ourselves have 
known here for decades,” Robinson said. 

“Regions that are connected by rail to 
major economic hubs such as Boston and 
New York City are thriving, while under- 
served communities like ours have lagged 
behind. We now know what the lack of rail 
has cost us economically and this trend 
simply cannot continue.” 


Key findings 

According to the report, the “Metro 
Hartford-Springfield” region would rank 
among the 40 largest in the U.S. “Yet the 
Hartford-Springfield economy is isolated 
and lagging” because of gaps in the mass 
transit network. Filling those gaps, the 
report asserts, would transform the region. 
Its key findings include: 


¢ Up to 40,000 jobs in information, 
finance, and professional services “which 
have fueled growth elsewhere in the 
Northeast” can be attracted over time to 
this region. 

¢ Between New Haven and Worcester, 
the Inland Route rail improvements would 
serve 16 existing and future stations. 
Recent and planned development in these 
station areas suggests a strong market of 
interconnected residential communities, 
employment centers, and public destina- 
tions. 

e Aggregate station area potential has 
capacity for about 20 million square feet 
of commercial development and 30,000 
housing units. 

“Together, these two outcomes — the 
gradual attraction of 20,000-40,000 “miss- 
ing’ professional service jobs and the con- 
struction of station-area development — 
account for an estimated $47 to $84 billion 
in directly-generated regional GDP over 
30 years, including $27 to $48 billion in 
wages. An additional $15 to $21 billion of 
indirect and induced GDP is estimated as 
well,” according to the report. 

“If you can commute easily between 
Hartford and Springfield, or live in 
Windsor Locks and work in Worcester, or 
live in Holyoke and work in Hartford or 
New Haven; or if you can run a business in 





CALL FOR 
DETAILS! 


Sea Foam® 


#SF16 


INES 


CONNECTIO 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


POOL & SPA 
WATER TESTING 


Motor Treatment 


Springfield and routinely make day trips to 
New York or Stamford or Boston; or if your 
business at Bradley International Airport 
can attract workers from Wallingford and 
Palmer—all by train, without the expense 
of car ownership or the future roadway 
congestion that will come with growth— 
that’s a competitive advantage for the 
region,” the report states. 


Boost for Palmer 

The town of Palmer, which would return 
to its roots as a commuter rail hub, figures 
prominently in the report. 

“A historic industrial community known 
as ‘the Town of Seven Railroads, Palmer 
is still a rail crossroads, where the CSX 
and Central Vermont intersect in Depot 
Village. Both lines are busy freight carriers, 
and Amtrak’s Lakeshore Limited passes 
through (but does not stop) on the CSX 
track. Union Station, an H. H. Richardson 
original building, lives on as a restaurant 
and landmark,’ the report says. 

“While Depot Village is largely built 
out at the scale of a small town center, 
there is ample underutilized land avail- 
able. Palmer’s Community Plan identifies 
Depot Village, as well as an expanse of 
undeveloped woodland along Route 32 just 
north of the village, as strategic develop- 
ment sites. Palmer’s location in the region- 
al mobility network amplifies its poten- 
tial from a commercial/ industrial as well 
as a residential standpoint. Depot Village 
adjoins the only Massachusetts Turnpike 
exit in a 24-mile stretch, and three region- 
al highways—Routes 20, 32, and 181— 
intersect here. Palmer is the gateway to a 
21-town area that includes the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. Developable 
land is inexpensive.” 

Echoing arguments local rail proponents 
have been making for years, the report 
seeks to hone the message that an East- 
West line benefits essentially everyone. 

“Households, businesses, and govern- 
ments are connected in a complex web 
of interdependent relationships based on 
producing, selling, purchasing, and taxing 
goods and services,’ it says. 

‘An initial change in one of these creates 
ripple effects through the others. Initial 
impacts tend to create revenues at other 
firms and employment for residents and 
associated income, as well as tax revenues 
to state and local governments referred to 
as fiscal impacts.” 


Reporter Jonah Snowden contributed to 
this story. 
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Owen Sedlacek moves around toward 
the sideline. 


Griffin Wise surveys the field, looking to 


make a throw. 


Koy Monette advances java the 
Comp goal. 


Orioles comeback not 





TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


CHICOPEE — The Chicopee 
Comp boys lacrosse team pret- 
ty much controlled the first 28 
minutes of the season opening 
match versus Valley League rival 
Belchertown. 

The Orioles, who trailed, 8-0, 
made a comeback in the middle of 
the third quarter slicing the deficit 
to 8-5. 

The Colts regained the momen- 
tum during the fourth quarter by 
scoring five unanswered goals 
en route to a 13-5 victory before 
a large gathering at Mitchell 
Kuzdzal Field, last Thursday night. 

“We’re a very young and inex- 


enough against Colts 


perienced team this year, but 
we had a lot of guys step up in 
tonight’s game,” said Comp head 
coach Matt Smith. “Winning our 
first game of the season should 
give us a lot more confidence.” 

The Colts now have a 7-0 record 
against the Orioles since the start 
of the 2016 regular season. 

“Belchertown is a well-coached 
team and they’ve always played 
well against us,” said Smith, who’s 
entering his fourth season as the 
Colts head coach. “They’re a 
league rival, so it’s a huge win for 
us.” 

The Orioles swept the season 
series in 2015. 

Just like every other high 
school boys’ lacrosse team in 





Massachusetts, the Orioles and 
the Colts didn’t play any matches 
last year because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Both teams finished the 2019 
regular season with 13-5 records. 

Comp lost to Westfield in a 
first round match of the Central/ 
Western Mass. Division 2 tourna- 
ment. 

Belchertown lost to Nipmuc in 
a first round match of the Central/ 
Western Mass. Division 3 tourna- 
ment. 

Three of the Orioles seniors list- 
ed on this year’s roster are plan- 
ning to play lacrosse at the colle- 
giate level next year. 


See ORIOLES, page 16 


Goalie Matt Pacheco makes a long toss 
out to a teammate. 


Jaden Wise tries to ae a shot dipiin 
the Comp defense. 
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Shea Cunningham holds the ball for the Orioles. 








SOCCEER 


Pioneers return to action 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — When Maxi 
Viera first joined the Western 
Mass. Pioneers back in 2012, he 
knew very little about the histo- 
ry of the club and about historic 
Lusitano Stadium. 

Viera, who’s originally from 
Montevideo, Uruguay, is one of 
the Pioneers veteran players on 
this year’s team. He likes to tell 
the younger players how special 
it is to wear a Pioneers uniform 
and what it means to play home 
matches at the only soccer specif- 
ic stadium in New England. 

“Playing soccer matches at this 
stadium is very special because 
of the history,’ Viera said. “It’s 
also very important for us to have 
a successful season every year 
because we’re representing both 
the club and this community.” 

The Pioneers, who finished 
in first place in the Northeast 
Division standings with an 11-0- 
3 mark, qualified for the USL 


League Two playoffs in 2019. 
They kicked off the 2021 cam- 
paign by posting a 3-0 shutout 
win over Fall River FC in a 


friendly match held under the 
bright lights at Lusitano Stadium, 


See PIONEERS, page 17> 





PHOTO B BY DAVID HENRY WWW. SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 
Maxi Viera makes a dodge to keep the ball from being taken away. 





AT THE RACES 


Kruczek picks up win 
at Star Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. — Bryan 
Kruczek passed the entire 
field — at least twice — en route 
to his first career Granite State 
Pro Stock Series win at Star 
Speedway on Saturday, May 
8. Kruczek, who was fastest 
in time trials and won his heat 
race, started seventh -- but had 
to go to the rear on at least two 
different occasions. The Bobby 
Webber Racing driver didn’t 
let that slow him down, as he 
took the Vynorius No. 19 into 
Victory Lane in the third GSPSS 
race of the season, the Hedges 
Excavating 100. 

“T’m out of breath,’ Kruczek 
said, climbing from the car. 
“T had to pass a lot of cars out 
there. I can’t thank all of my 
guys enough, my guys are sec- 
ond to none. Bobby Webber lets 
me come out here and tells me to 
hand him the steering wheel or 


the trophy. We have some awe- 
some sponsors.” 

Angelo Belsito and Joey Pole 
started on the front row -- with 
Belisto taking the early advantage 
looking for his second straight 
win, and former series champi- 
on Devin O’Connell mounting 
an early charge to the lead with 
33 laps complete. Pole took the 
lead on a restart with 58 laps to 
go, but couldn’t hold back the 
charges of Kruczek in the late 
laps. 

Kruczek’s day included contact 
and a spin by Jacob Dore, which 
sent both to the rear, and contact 
and a spin with Evan Beaulieu, 
which sent both to the rear. He 
pitted multiple times to the atten- 
tion of his Bobby Webber Racing 
crew, but the car was right at the 
end. He passed Pole for the top 


See RACES, page 16 
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VALLEY WHEEL ACTION OPENS 


Twins pitcher Dan Benoit fires to the 
plate. 





The Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League opened up play last week after 
the 2020 was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 





SUFFIELD, Conn. — The 
Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, like many other leagues 
in 2020, lost its season last year 
due to the pandemic. Players in 
the league participated in their 
first action in almost two years 
last Sunday, May 2. The league 
features six teams playing most 
of its games on Sunday after- 
noons. The league did have its 
traditional Saturday matinee for 
Mother’s Day weekend this past 


week. 





Angels third baseman Mike Dean, of 
Wilbraham, fields a grounder. 
























Justin Morin makes a throw 
to first. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 


Kevin Little, of Palmer, pitches in the 
Opening game for the Angels at Suff- 
ield High School. 


Premier Lacrosse 
League training camp 
to be held at Gillette 


FOXBOROUGH - The 
Premier Lacrosse League 
(PLL) powered by Ticketmaster 
announced today it will be hold- 
ing their 2021 Training Camp 
at Gillette Stadium from May 
28 through June 3, 2021 leading 
up to their Week 1 matchups at 
Gillette Stadium. 

“There’s not a venue as 
closely connected to lacrosse, 
with world-class facilities and 
amenities like Gillette Stadium 
and One Patriot Place,” says 
co-founder and CEO, Mike 
Rabil. “With our opening week- 
end of games slated for June 4th, 
our athletes will receive the best 
care while preparing for the start 
of the season on location.” 

During this time, PLL play- 
ers will take part in official 
team practices, scrimmages, 
preseason workouts, film ses- 
sions, and educational work- 
shops with their coaches ahead 
of their regular season debuts. 
Training Camp will be closed 
to the public, but tickets are still 
available for Opening Weekend 
at Ticketmaster.com. 

“We look forward to host- 
ing the PLL’s Training Camp 
at Gillette Stadium for the 
first time this spring, in addi- 
tion to hosting the league’s 
Opening Weekend,” said Kraft 
Group President-International 
Dan Kraft, who was a col- 
legiate lacrosse goalie for 
Tufts University in the 1980s 
and served on the executive 
Board of the 2018 Federation 
of International Lacrosse’s 
World Championships Host 
Committee. “Hosting training 


camp is another important step 
in our strong relationship with 
the PLL and we cannot wait 
to welcome the nation’s best 
lacrosse players, including for- 
mer Patriot Chris Hogan, back to 
Gillette Stadium. While training 
camp will be closed to the pub- 
lic, we are excited to welcome 
fans to Gillette Stadium June 4 
through June 6 to enjoy five riv- 
eting PLL matchups all weekend 
long.” 

As part of PLL’s Training 
Camp, pre-season exhibition 
games will be hosted at Veterans 
Memorial Stadium on June 1. 
More information on schedule 
and tickets for pre-season exhi- 
bition games forthcoming. 

The PLL season will begin at 
Gillette Stadium for the second 
time, getting underway with a 
primetime matchup between 
Cannons LC and Redwoods LC 
under the lights on Friday, June 
4. Saturday’s slate includes a 
championship rematch between 
Whipsnakes LC and Chaos LC, 
followed by Archers LC taking 
on Atlas LC. On Sunday after- 
noon, Cannons LC will return to 
the field against Waterdogs LC, 
and the weekend will be capped 
off with a matchup between 
Chrome LC and Redwoods LC. 

The entire 2021 PLL season 
will be viewable on the NBCU 
family of networks, with all 
games available to stream live 
and on-demand on Peacock. The 
2021 season will feature more 
than half of its games on NBC 
and NBCSN, with a full broad- 
cast schedule to be announced at 
a later date. 
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Cole Irving will be attending 
the University of New England. 
Owen Sedlacek is heading to 
Nazareth College, which is in 
Rochester, New York. Griffin 
Weiss will be playing at Centre 
College in Danville, Kentucky. 

Nick St. George also replaced 
Patrick Nee, who retired fol- 
lowing the 2019 season, as the 
Orioles head coach. 

“The players are still getting 
used to my coaching style and 
I'm still getting to know them,” 
said St. George, who coached the 
Belchertown girls’ lacrosse team 
in 2019. “It’s a learning process 
for everybody and we just want to 
keep improving in every game.” 

One of the Colts returning 
varsity players is junior Dylan 
Seymour, who scored four goals 
in the season opening victory. 

“Dylan is one of our few return- 
ing players and he’s one of our 
leaders,’ Smith said. “He start- 
ed playing for us as a freshman. 
He set the tone at the start of the 
game.” 

Seymour, who’s older broth- 
er, Brady, is the first-year boys’ 
lacrosse coach at Granby High 
School, scored three goals on 
his first four shot attempts of the 
match. He netted a pair of unas- 
sisted goals, which were sand- 
wiched around another goal 
assisted by junior David Girouard, 
who also scored four goals in the 
first meeting of the regular season 
against Belchertown. 

Two more goals by senior’s 
Jacob Girouard and Hunter Davis 
gave the home team a 5-0 advan- 
tage entering the second stanza. 

David Girouard scored his 
first goal of the contest with 2:52 


remaining in the opening half 
giving the Colts a 6-0 halftime 
advantage. 

The Colts built an 8-0 lead four 
minutes into the third quarter fol- 
lowing another goal by David 
Girouard, which was assisted by 
Seymour, and an unassisted goal 
by senior Brennan Fields. 

With 7:26 left in the third quar- 
ter, the Orioles ended the shut- 
out hopes of Comp senior goalie 
Chase Presz (11 saves) with an 
unassisted goal by Sedlacek. 

The Orioles comeback con- 
tinued with two more unassist- 
ed goals by sophomore Brady 
Moreau and senior Jaden Wise. 

“We did play a lot better in the 
third quarter,” St. George said. 
“We had a lot of momentum and 
cut the deficit down to 8-5. We 
also had several more scoring 
opportunities, but we just didn’t 
capitalize on them. They regained 
the momentum again in the fourth 
quarter.” 

At that point, Smith decided to 
call a time-out. 

“T was a little bit nervous when 
they started to comeback against 
us,’ Smith said. “I just called a 
time-out and tried to settle things 
down a little bit.” 

With less than two minutes 
remaining in the third quarter, 
Weiss delivered a pass to Wise, 
who scored his second goal mak- 
ing the score 8-4. Then Wise 
forced a turnover leading to 
another goal by Sedlacek. 

The visitors couldn’t get any 
closer than three goals the rest of 
the way. 

David Girouard scored two 
more goals during the final quar- 
ter. The Colts other three fourth 
quarter goals were by Seymour, 
Jacob Girouard, and junior Daniel 
Stefanik. 








Bryan Kruczek was the winner in the Granite State Pro Stock race last weekend. 


RACES : from page 15 


spot with 24 laps to go -- how- 
ever, a caution late gave Pole on 
last chance. 

Pole edged out for the lead 
on the restart, crossing the line 
out front at lap 94 -- but slight 
contact a few laps later sent him 
backwards, and eventually spin- 
ning down the frontstretch, end- 
ing his day early. Kruczek held 
off a final charge from Josh King 
over the final laps to seal the vic- 
tory. 


King was second, followed 
by Dore, Belsito and Derek 
Gluchacki. Tyler Tomassi 
was sixth, while Gabe Brown, 
Beaulieu, O’Connell and Kevin 
Casper finished the top-10. 

The Granite State Pro Stock 
Series returns to the track on 
Sunday, May 30, as part of a 
Memorial Day weekend special 
at Claremont Motorsports Park. 
For more information on the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series, 
visit gspss.net and follow the 
series on social media. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The Finish: 
Bryan Kruczek 
Josh King 

Jacob Dore 
Angelo Belsito 
Derek Gluchacki 
Tyler Tomassi 
Gabe Brown 
Evan Beaulieu 
Devin O’ Connell 
Kevin Casper 
Bobby Cabral 
Bill Helliwell 
Joey Pole 

Bobby Pelland 
TJ Bleau 

Mike Mitchell 
Luke Hinkley 
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PIONEERS : from page 15 


last Friday night. 

“The good thing about 
tonight’s match is that I had the 
opportunity to watch 20 players 
play prior to our first regular sea- 
son match,” said Pioneer’s head 
coach Federico Molinari. “We do 
have a bunch of returning players 
and a couple of newcomers. We 
just want to be a competitive team 
again this year.” 

Because of the COVID-19 pro- 
tocols, no spectators could attend 
last Friday’s friendly match. The 
2020 soccer season was also can- 
celed due to the pandemic. 

“It was very strange not play- 
ing any matches for the Pioneers 
last year, especially following a 
very successful 2019 season,” 
Viera said. “We really want to 
perform well this season and 
make the playoffs again.” 

What makes attending matches 
at Lusitano Stadium so special for 
the Pioneers faithful supporters is 
the atmosphere. 

“Tt reminds me a lot of that soc- 
cer clubs that I played for back 
in Uruguay,” Viera added. “The 
soccer fans here have a lot of pas- 
sion for the sport. It’s one of the 
reasons why we have so many 
international players on our team. 
When they come here and it feels 
like home to them, which is very 
special.” 

The Pioneers were scheduled 
to open the regular season with 
a road match against the Boston 
Bolts on Tuesday night. They’re 
also slated to play another 
road match against FC Malaga 
City, who’s a new team in the 
Northeast Division on Saturday 
night before hosting the Seacoast 
United Phantoms in the home 
opener on May 21. 

The Pioneers officials are hop- 
ing a few fans will be allowed to 
attend the first home match of the 
regular season. 

For more information about 
how to purchase tickets online 
please visit wmpioneers.com. 

Another returning player this 
season 1s Blake Mullen, who’s 
the Pioneers starting goalkeeper. 
He allowed a total of seven goals 
during the 2019 regular season. 

“Whenever you start a soc- 
cer team, you normally begin at 
the back (goalkeeper) and work 
forward,’ said Viera, who’s also 
the girls’ varsity soccer coach 
at Ludlow High School. “Blake 
had an amazing season for us 
two years ago. It gives you a lot 
of confidence having a talented 
goalie like him back there. We’re 
hoping he has another great sea- 
son this year.” 

Mullen, of Manchester, Conn., 





Chaney Nash Gibney gets the ball 
ready to fly. 


Patrick Agymang dribbles toward the 
sideline. 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW. SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 


Gabriel Ganzer makes his way up the field 


played soccer at St. Joseph’s 
College in Maine. That’s where 
he first met Molinari. 

“I was playing for a National 
Premiere Soccer League team in 
Maine and Federico found me,” 
Mullen said. “I tried out for the 
team and I was a backup goalie 
my first year playing here. It was 
a step up for me and [ learned a 
lot that season. Federico 1s an out- 
standing coach. I’ve also learned 
a lot from Jon Voight, who’s our 
goalie coach.” 

Mullen became the Pioneers 


— PUBLIC NOTICES 


starter in 2019 and he was the 
USL League Two Golden Glove 
winner that season. 

“It’s a very special award to 
me, but I couldn’t have done it 
without the help of my defense,” 
he said. “We had a great defense, 
and it was a special season for 
us.” 

The Pioneers only returning 
defender is Federico Gutierrez. 

Mullen has enjoyed play- 
ing home matches at Lusitano 
Stadium. 

“It’s awesome when all of the 


Please check 


the accuracy of 
your legal notice 


Belchertown ing.com/install/2735 11213 single family home at Lot 

Conservation Commission — (5/13/2021 A Crestview Drive; Map 

LEGAL NOTICE 254, Parcel 15.14. Anyone 

Pursuant to the authori- interested in this matter 

ty of Massachusetts General Belchertown should attend remotely: 

Laws Chapter 131, Section Conservation Commission _https://www.gotomeet.me/ 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) LEGAL NOTICE BelchertownConservation 


and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
virtually on Monday, May 
24, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 
purpose of this meeting is to 
review a Notice of Intent for 
the proposed driveway on 
Parcel 29 Allen St near 402 
Allen St. (Map 226 Parcel 
29 & Map 107, Parcel 24). 
Anyone interested in this 
matter should attend remote- 
ly: https://global.gotomeet- 


Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear- 
ing virtually on Monday, 
May 24, 2021 at 7:00 PM. 
The purpose of this meet- 
ing is to review a Request 
for Determination of 
Applicability for the pro- 
posed construction of a 





prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


Connor Hicks, of Monson, plays for the 
Pioneers last Friday night. 


fans are here supporting us,” 
Mullen said. “It pushes us to play 
a little bit harder because whenev- 
er you do lose a game at this sta- 
dium, the fans are disappointed. 
The atmosphere is always great 
following a victory.” 

Mullen was replaced by Robert 
Montanaro in the middle of the 
second half. 

Another returning player is 
Connor Hicks, who lives in 
Monson. 

“T was mainly a practice play- 
er in 2019, but I did get to play 
in a playoff game,” said Hicks, a 
member of the AIC men’s soccer 
team. “It was just an awesome 
experience for me.” 

When Hicks was younger, he 
attended a lot of the Pioneers 
games at the stadium. 

“T remember coming to the 
Pioneers games when they played 
on a grass field,’ Hicks said. “It’s 
now a turf field, but it’s one of 
the best stadiums I’ve ever played 
soccer at. I really enjoy playing 
soccer for this team. I know that 
I'll have to work very hard at 
practice to get some playing time 
this year.” 

One of the Pioneers newcomers 
is Gabriel Ganzer, who is from 
Brazil and is living in Chicopee. 
He scored a goal and added an 
assist during the first half against 
Fall River. 

Guillermo Deal, who’s a 
returning player, and newcomer 
Andrew Barrowman scored the 
Pioneers other two goals. 





Valley Wheel 
Baseball seeks 
new players 


REGION -— The Valley Wheel 
Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking for new players for the 
2021 season, which is set to 
begin at the end of April. Players 
who are 28-years-old prior to 
June | are eligible to play in 
the league this season, howev- 
er, only those 30 by June | are 
eligible to pitch. The league 
includes six teams and there is 
a 15-game season that begins 
on Sunday, April 25. Games are 
12 Sundays, a special Mother’s 
Day weekend Saturday game, 
and two weekday night games 
under the lights. The season 
ends the final week of July 
with the playoffs for the top 
four teams during the first two 
weeks of August. While tryouts 
have completed, there are still 
open roster spots among the six 
teams in the league. The league 
will continue to accept applica- 
tions for new players throughout 
the season. All players bat and 
every player spends at least four 
innings in the field in a nine-in- 
ning game. The league will be 
playing with some minor mod- 
ifications due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic to start. For more 
information, please contact 
League Commissioner Jim 
Nason at wheell2 @comcast.net. 





Follow Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram 


urley Publications sports 
© [ feenarient has recently 

joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that 
you will see in our publications 
on a weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring 
photos from all 11 of our sports 
sections in the coming weeks, 
but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by sub- 
scribing to your local paper or 
picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 





Visit us at 


AAT 


tiirley 





PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IT SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


TAG SALE 


2 FAMILY TAG SALE! 75 South 
Liberty St., Belchertown May 15th-16th 
8am-4pm. Household items, childrens 
clothes etc., garden tools etc. Rain/ 
Shine 


YARD SALE _ sain/shine.Furni- 
ture,dishes, glassware, collectibles, 
bikes, lawn and garden,tools, and 
misc. May 15th 9:00 am-2:00 pm 74 
Orchard Street Belchertown 


= 





1 RKKKKKKA 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 


FIREWOOD 457-1917 10% disc. with this ad of services. 
a a ee ee Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
FIREWOOD MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT of Furniture, Glassware, 2 Old Sewing CALL NOW (413)531-1936 


Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 

Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 


SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 


Machines, Canoe and Misc. May 15th- 
16th Yam-3pm. 39 Old Sawmill Rd., 
Belchertown 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 


acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***kxkx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 


‘ 413)433-2195. 
i io holds throughout New England. Reach at er than dumpster fees and we do all 
4 million potential readers quickly and the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
inexpensively with great results. Use (413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
MISCELLANEOUS _ tte Buy New England Classified Ad WANTED TO BUY 2868. 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








DEADLINES: 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 






or call: 413-283-8393 
Village Hills 
Circulation: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 














2 50,500 


SE 
he 
malls 


| BLANDFORD 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9, 800 












Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 






BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY : 


EASTHAMPTON 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
834.50 835.00 35 50 "33600 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price 
Address: Add a second ZONE 
Town: State:__ Zip: Add a third ZONE 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: UW MasterCard UVISA 4 Discover Cash  Check# x Number of Weeks 
Care Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
BROOKFIELD 












EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


= (a 


é Suburban 


Residential 


STURBRIDGE 











Circulation: 
59,000 





WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Includes 
additional words 
$10.00 
- Run my ad in the 
$5 00 following ZONE(s): 
: Quabbin 
_ 

WEEK! 
a 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 2010 TOYOTA TA- 
COMA TRD SPORT. 4 Door, 6 
Foot Bed, 109300 Miles, Excellent 
Condition. Call (413)283-4266 or 
(413)531-0554 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 HONDA REBEL 250 
Showroom. 2600 Miles. $3000 Firm 
(413)374-8810 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


CUSTODIAL- PART-TIME position 
available. Experience preferred howev- 
er will train. Call Pride Cleaning Con- 
tractors Inc. 413-283-7087. 


HANDYMAN, PART-TIME for 
buildings in Monson, Ludlow and 
Westfield. $20/hr or more. 413-687- 
2813 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 


DENTIST: Amandeep Kaur, D.D.S., 
PC d/b/a Palmer Dental - Jobs loc 
in Palmer, MA. Diag & treat diseases, 
injuries, & malformations of teeth & 
gums. Exam patients to deter nature of 
condition, utilizing x-rays, dental instr’s, 
& other diagnostic procedures. Clean, 
fill, extract, & replace teeth using rotary 
& hand instruments, dental applianc- 
es, meds, & surgical implements. Prov 
preventive dental svcs to patients such 
as app of fluoride & sealants to teeth 
& edu in oral & dental hygiene. Reqs 
DMD or DDS in Dentistry (Science), 
Current State Licensure, Current DEA 
Cert, & MA State Controlled Substance 
Cert. Mail res w/ cvr ltr to Amandeep 
Kaur, D.D.S., PC d/b/a Palm- 
er Dental, 1045 Thorndike St, 
Palmer, MA 01069; Job 18AMK01; 
EOE 


PART TIME CARPET CLEANING 
helper wanted call Price Cleaning Con- 
tractors (413)283-7087 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com 

or mail to 1241 Park Street, Palm- 
er, MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to 
be an equal opportunity workplace and 
is an affirmative action employer. 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 


Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 12th 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
mmecegarrett@turley.com 


ecu 


SPECIAL $45.00 










RETIRED - DO HELPFUL WORK 
FROM HOME! PT, Independent, 
intermittent, flexible work conduct- 
ing USDA-NASS surveys. Now by 
phone, field visits to resume in com- 
ing months. $13.65/hr, .56 per mile. 
Requires good car, proof of Lic./Ins., 
must be able to travel/walk ¥% mi. iPad 
provided, paid training. Ag experience 
not required. For info: www.nasda.org/ 
nass To apply: email cover letter, re- 
sume to staceygb.nasda@gmail. 
com Fair Employment Opportunity 
Employer 


ROUTE DRIVER NEEDED! 
Immediate openings. Two routes 
available. For more information call 
1-800-899-8959 Retirees welcome. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Looking 
for reliable DPW Worker, P/T Recy- 
cling Attendant, and Seasonal DPW 
Maintenance Worker. For application 
and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Ap- 
plication Deadline 05/28/21 at 4:30 
PM. EOE 





Digital 
ad aley cel 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
rol Ui mole) e)i(er-lilejat-mmClomce, 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 





a) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Congratulations 


We are 
er 


V 
you 


Carrie Smith Y 
ope 


d your 


accomplishments. tg. | 
Good luck as 

at Springfield 

College. 






HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

*Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 





Love Dad. Mom e& John 
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STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


Now Stocking All Your 
Lawn & Garden Supplies 


We Have All Of The Tools & Materials 

You Will Need To Get Your 
A Yard & Lawn Ready For Spring. ' 
ASSEMBLED GAS GRILLS + 
Hardware POOL SUPPLIES & WATER TESTING | Rs 
3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 a] 


OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 


DEVON LANE [IG 


ower Equipment 








Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 
Belchertown 
e Mowers e Lawn Tractors 413-323-5435 
e Chainsaws e Trimmers 
e Generators © Brush Cutters Farm Supply 





e Hedge Trimmers 
e Rototillers & More 





Belchertown 


413-323-6336 
www.devoniane.com 








Hodgen 


Landscape Co., Inc. 


Est. 1956 
a to 





Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting 


P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007 
Phone (413) 323-4949 Fax (413) 323-4999 cell (413) 246-8061 


hodgenlandscape.com # hodgenlandscape@gmail.com 


sos ~ ANDREW’S 
y GREENHOUSE 

WY 9! s 1IS4S. East St. 

nar Gi is \ S$. Amherst, MA 
Soe (413) 253-2937 


"ERS Fig OES 
HOES 


Everything 
You Need 
For Your 


Spring Planting 


Needs! 


631 CENTER ST,, ‘Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 e www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 


Ornamental 
Flowers 
And 
Vegetable 
Starts 


Family Owned 
& Operated 


25 Pleasant St., ae 
413-467-3276 


, — = Huge Selection of 
a Annuals & Perennials 
Hanging Baskets, 


Fruit & Vegetable Starts, 


Chicken Manure 
Compost & More 


35 Amherst St., Granby 


. 413- 320-6802 
www.davesnaturalgarden.com 


Rte. 202 N. 357 Daniel Shays Hwy, 

















Get your green thumbs in gear right here$ 








Pg ee oS | 


Your lawn projects start here! 


Rototillers, brush mowers, 
‘, pressure washers, overseeders, 
dethatchers, and more. 


SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503 
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202) 


HADLEY e 584-4184 
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9) 


www.tjstruevaluerental.com 


= AMHERST 
= FARMERS SUPPLY 
- For Your Lawn, Garden 
and Landscaping Needs 


; 320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3436 


Class Grass 


GARDEN CENTER 


Annuals ¢ Perennials * Water Garden Supplies 
Bark Mulch & Loam ¢ Open 7 Days 


140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-7979 ° www. classgrass. com 





Sete 
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Seay Oe 


Hadle 
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VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 


A large variety 

of bark mulch, 
landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio 
products, pavers, 
compost, 

lawn décor 

& more! 


Mee 
18 tanascape™ 
| 8 Mill Valley Road ¢ Hadley 
AOA SINICA) ALIAS SL Ni) we LNA MS ii | ieee ee 
i | www.megansvalley.com 


i ( i jivou ih r Com 
HAYWAR 


Building Contractors 
Belchertown, MA 


413-323-7649 


Ihe G RDEN Ce nter 
AACA HAAN me WAV uf 


GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN j 


108 West State Street, Granby * 1-413- 67- 3838 


For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor, 


It’s Spring and Time 
to Get Your Outdoor 
Project Started! 


Deliveries 
e Screened Loam e Fill ¢ Gravel 


Services 
e Sitework e Trucking 


Fully 
Icensed 


and e Equipment Rental 


Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs 





insured 





Saturday e Septic Repair & Installation 


<0. CRYSTAL CARDENS 
er UNLIMITE DTD FARM & Nursery 


A FINE GARDEN BOUTIQUE SPECIALIZING IN. | . haf , 
Hardy & (Jnusual Plants F di bles & Organics a Seasonal & S peel Decor 
CUSTOM ORDERS ~ PICK UP & LOCAL DELIVERY ONLY ~ hemes VIP SERVICES 
WWW.CRYSTALGARDENSUNLIMITED.COM ~ TEXTINFO/DESIRES TO 413.248.6742 
Routes 5 & 10 


Greenfield, MA 
(413) 774-8311 


18 Elm St., 
Deerfield, MA 
(413) 865-5881 


Route 9, 
Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3411 


For All Your 
Spring Home 
& Garden 
Needs. 


Route 6, Brattleboro, VT 
(602) 257-7373 


GARDENER: 


SUPPLY COMPANY COMPANY 


PROPERTY SMAINTENANCE 


Mowing, Mulch, Lawns & Landscapes 


jHOME CENTERS Fall & Spring Cleanups, Design & More 


www.leaderhome.com 


Route 32, Barre, MA 
(978) 355-3411 


Land Management 
Brush Mowing - Tree Work 
Landscaping - Cordwood 

Botanical Consulatations 


at -at Hadley Garden Center Garden Center 
Route 9, 285 Russell St, Hadley, MA 01035 
(413) 58-1423 + gardeners.com/store 


100% Employee-Owned 


TREE PRUNING @ TREE REMOVAL ¢ STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE & SHRUB CARE © e AND MORE! 


CALL 
TODAY 
FOR YOUR 


Qutdoor Power Equipment 

te! Sales * Service * Parts 

FREE me) 2 eee fee eee ee 

ESTIMATE LANDSCAPE Ka | ha ull cok Leal —_ Hs ea T ; ers = Wheel eve Law = 
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL Biri & Sratten © Tecumedh @ Kohler © Honda © Raeeasaki © Sebaru - 

413-439-5732 « talltreelandscape.com bpeieoandperr | an 


boydenandperron.com Amberst, MA 0.042 














